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CONSIDERATIONS 


O  N  T  H  E 

MEASURES  CARRYING  ON 

/ 

WITH  RESPECT  TO  THE 

B  R  I  T  I  S  H  COLONIES 

I  N 

NORTH  AMERICA. 


There  is  neither  King  or  Sovereign  Lord  on 
Earth ,  who  has  beyond  his  own  Domain 
power  to  lay  one  Farthing  on  his  Subjects 
without  the  grant  and  confent  of  t ho fe,  who 
pay  it  j  unlefs  he  does  it  by  tyranny  and 
violence . 

Philippe  cle  Commines,  Ch.  108. 


LONDON, 

Sold  by  R.  Baldwin  in  Fater-koster-row. 
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CONSIDERATIONS,  &c. 


O  one  knows,  how  far  every  perfon 
in  Britain  may  be  interefted  in  the 


event  of  the  meafures  now  carrying 
on  with  refpeft  to  our  colonies  in  North 


America.  This  feems  to  entitle  any  man 
on  account  of  his  own  flake  therein  to 
fpeak  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjedf.  The 
concern  of  the  community  gives  to  them 
likewife  for  their  better  fecurity  a  claim, 
that  every  opinion  may  be  offered  for 


confideration.  Thefe  things  refult  from 
the  nature  of  a  free  fociety  and  particu¬ 
larly  from  the  conflitution  of  Great  Bri¬ 


tain,  where  the  people  chufe  one  part  of 


B 
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the  legiflature  and  where  every  man  is 
fuppofed  to  have  ultimately  a  ftrare  in  the 
government  of  his  country. 

One  point  in  difpute  between  us  and 
the  Americans  is  the  right  of  taxing  them 
here  at  heme.  This  may  be  faid  to  con¬ 
cern  the  power  of  our  parliament.  But 
fo  does  every  general  proportion  of  right 
ard  wrong.  When  any  thing  is  affirmed 
to  be  unjuft,  does  not  it  conclude  and  is 
it  not  almoft  fynonimous  to  the  faying, 
that  a  law  made  to  enforce  it  would  be  fo 
too  and  beyond  the  proper  power  of  a 
legiflature  ?  Vengeance  and  punifhment 
do  in  the  courfe  of  things  afluredly  pur- 
fue  ftates  and  nations  for  their  oppreffion 
and  injuftice  j  againft  the  commiffion  of 
which  it  is  beyond  queftion  the  right 
of  every  member  of  the  community  to 
warn  the  reft. 


I  fa  y 
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1  fay  it  with  fubmiflion,  but  the  power 
©f  the  parliament  is  the  right  of  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  particular  members  of  that  moft 
refpedtable  body  are  in  the  flatuses  enac¬ 
ted  by  them  no  more  perfonally  intcreflt- 
cd,  than  the  reft  of  their  countrymen. 
Thefe  pals  through  their  hands,  but  be¬ 
ing  fo  pafled,  they  are  themfelves  bound  to 
obey  them  in  common  with  others.  They 
are  indeed  our  truftees  and  guardians  in 
that  high  office,  but  they  will,  on  that 
account  be  the  more  inclined,  that  every 


ftep  taken  or  to  be  taken  by  them  fhould 
be  fully  and  carefully  examined,  like  all 


other  honeft  men  eanieft  for  the  intereft 
of  thofe,  whole  concerns  are  committed 
to  their  care. 


A  conftderation  of  the  meafures  now 
propofed  may  likewife  poffibly  lead  to¬ 
wards  fome  nice  and  delicate  conjectures 
or  circumftances,  whether  ol  the  prefent 
time  or  of  that  to  come.  But  it  need  not 

B  2  U 
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be  faid,  that  the  writer  only  finds  the 
one  and  guefl'es  at  the  other ;  they  depend 
on  an  author  much  higher  than  Princes 
or  their  minifters,  but  who  is  pleafed  to 
fuffer  the  aftions  of  thefe  to  have  mo  ft 
effential  effects  in  the  producing  them. 
W  hat  can  then  be  a  more  fit  means  to 
induce  a  due  reflection  on  our  proceed¬ 
ings  and  to  infure  from  them  a  defirable 
fuccefs,  than  to  lay  before  the  public  or 
the  governors  of  it  fome  pofiible  confe- 
quences  of  their  conduct  ? 

We  have  not  far  to  feek  for  the  caufe 
of  the  prefent  fituation  of  things  between 
the  mother-country  and  cur  colonies  of 
North  America ;  of  the  oppofition  and 
difturbances  on  the  one  hand  and  of  the 
violent  laws,  motions  and  preparations 
on  the  other.  Thefe  all  undoubtedly 
proceed  from  our  having  taxed  thofe  co¬ 
lonies  without  their  confent.  Affection 
and  union  obtained  between  us  before  ; 

there 
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there  facceeded  inftead  animofity  and  op- 
pofition,  as  foon  as  that  was  attempted  j 
however  peace  and  fatisfaftion  were  on 
our  flaying  our  hands  again  reftored.  We 
are  now  once  more  come  back  to  the 
charge  and  the  fpirit  of  difcord  feems 
likewife  returned  feven  times  ftronger, 
than  it  was  before.  Other  broils  and 
contefts  may  and  many  no  doubt  will 
arife  from  this  caufe,  fliould  it  proceed ; 
but  this  is  the  origin,  the  fpring  and  the 
fource.  The  right  itfelf  of  this  meafure 
is  in  queftion,  as  well  as  the  expediency 
of  it ;  I  will  therefore  prefume  to  fay 
fomething  to  that  propofition. 

The  inhabitants  of  our  colonies  in 
North  America  are  fuppofed  to  confift  of 
about  two  millions  of  perfons  ;  they  oc¬ 
cupy  and  poflefs  a  very  extenfive  territory, 
much  larger  than  Great  Britain ;  they  are 
not  themfelves  the  original  people  of  the 
country,  but  they  now  ftand  in  their 

place  ? 


> 
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place ;  they  have  in  general  been  born 
and  bred  there,  however  they  receive 
likewife  yearly  from  other  places  many, 
who  mix  themfelves  with  them  ;  they 
have  divided  themfelves  into  feveral  dif¬ 
ferent  governments  ;  they  have  accord¬ 
ing  to  certain  rules  or  laws  agreed  upon 
among  thun  allotted  every  man  his  own 
they  have  felled  the  forefls ;  they  have 
cleared  and  tilled  the  land,  they  have 
planted  it,  tney  have  fown  it,  they  have 
flocked  it  with  cattle  -y  tney  have  built  * 
themfelves  homes  ;  they  have  enten 
into  exchange  and  commerce  ;  they  have 
Ipared  and  faveu  for  a  future  day  or  for 
their  families  ;  they  have  by  many  and 
various  means  acquired  many  and  various 
forts  of  property  3  they  are  by  nature  in- 
titled  to  welfare  and  happinefs  and  to  feek 
and  purfue  thofe  blefiings,  by  all  tlie  me¬ 
thods  not  attended  with  fraud  or  violence 
towards  others,  which  they  (hall  conceive 
and  believe  the  moft  probable  to  procure 

or 
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or  enfure  them ;  they  have  for  that  end  a 
right  fo  freedom  in  their  governments 
and  to  fecurity  in  their  perfons  and  pro¬ 
perties  ,  none  are  warranted  to  deprive 
or  difpoffefs  them  of  thefe  things  ->  fhould 
on  the  contrary  one  man  or  a  body  of 
men  advance  any  claim,  which  tended  to 
enflave  all  the  perfons  or  to  unfettle  all  the 
property  of  this  great  community,  to 
diveft  them  of  every  thing,  which  they 
poffefs  and  to  leave  them  nothing,  which 
they  could  call  their  own  of  all,  that  they 
have  thus  inherited  earned  or  acquired ; 
the  very  enormity,  the  evil  and  uniia- 

i 

tural  confequences  of  fuch  a  propor¬ 
tion  would  of  themfelves  fullicientiy  drew 
its  abfurdity,  weaknefs  and  unreafona- 
blends. 


Thefe  are  all  either  primary,  effential, 
inherent  rights  of  human  nature  or  fuck 
as  do  with  refpeft  to  perfons  in  the  fitu- 
ation  before  deferihed  necellarily  flow 

and 
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and  follow  from  them.  Thofe  were  con¬ 
ferred  upon  them  by  the  great  Author  of 
their  being  when  he  was  pleafed  to  en¬ 
dow  them  with  the  faculties  of  men,  with 
the  perception  of  good  and  evil,  with  the 
means  of  felf-prefervation  and  felf-de- 
fence,  with  the  organs  of  reafon  and  of 
fpcech,  and  witn  a  capacity  to  allociate 
thcmfelves  for  their  mutual  protection 
and  fupport.  They  are  common  to  all 
mankind  ;  they  fubfift  at  all  times,  in  all 
regions  and  ail  climates ;  in  Turkey,  in 
Spain,  in  France,  in  Old  England  and 
in  ISi  ew,  in  Europe  and  in  America ; 
whenever  and  wherever  a  number  of  men 
are  found  to  be  the  objefts  of  them.  I 
don’t  mean  that  they  are  in  all  thefe 
places  always  or  at  this  time  pofleffed 
and  enjoyed  as  they  ought  to  be.  But 
they  are  to  anfwer  for  that,  who  do  fo 
commonly  employ  to  the  enflaving  and 
oppreffing  of  mankind  the  powers,  which 
thefe  intruft  only  for  their  protection  and 

defence. 
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defence.  However  this  is  only  abufe,  . 
violence  and  injuftice  ;  the  right  never- 
theiefs  fub fills  and  remains. 

It  is  not  on  this  fubjeft  neceffary  to 
enter  into  a  long  and  minute  detail  of 
reafoning.  Thefe  principles  are  with  us 
common  and  publick  ;  they  are  founded 
on  the  good,  the  welfare  and  the  happi- 
nefs  of  mankind.  They  were  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  our  anceftors,  of  our  grandfathers 
and  of  our  fathers ;  they  may  perhaps  not 
be  at  prefent  in  their  full  vigour;  how¬ 
ever,  I  trull,  that  they  are  not  yet  fo 
worn  out  or  loft  from  among  us,  but 
that  they  Hill  remain  the  principles  of  the 
nation.  They  are  to  defcrihe  them  by  a 
word  well  known  in  our  language  the 
principles  of  Whigs ;  whereby  I  don’t 

r  1 

however  mean  of  certain  modern  Whigs, 
who  feem  more  fond  of  the  word,  than 
of  any  thing  belonging  to  the  char  after  $ 
who  have  perhaps  at  one  time  or  other 

C  of 
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of  their  lives  ccunterafted  all  the  mea¬ 
sures  and  contradifled  all  the  principles 
that  ever  did  an  honour  to  the  name ;  but 
I  mean  of  Whigs  before  the  Revolution 
and  at  the  time  of  it ;  I  mean  the  princL 
pies  which  fuch  men  as  Mr.  Locke,  Lord 
Molci worth  and  Mr.  Frenchard  main¬ 
tained  with  their  pens,  Mr.  Hampden 
and  Lord  John  Ruflel  with  their  blood 
ji  and  Mr.  Algernon  Sydney  with  both ; 

names,  which  muft  furely  by  all  Englifh- 
men  ever  be  revered,  as  thofe  of  fome  of 

the  fir  ft  among  men.  But  let  me  add, 
that  they  are  not  only  the  principles  of 
fpeculative  fludents  in  their  clofets  or  of 
gieat  but  unfortunate  men,  whom  their 
zeal  and  virtue  have  lead  to  martyrdom 
for  the  liberties  of  their  country  and  the 
welfare  of  mankind ;  but  that  they  are 
likewife  the  real  principles  of  our  prefent 
actual  Government,  the  principles  of  the 
Revolution  and  thofe  on  which  are  efta- 
blilhed  the  throne  of  the  King  and  the 

fet- 
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fettlement  of  the  Illuftrious  Family  now 
reigning  over  us. 

On  the  fame  principles  reft  both  in  ge~ 
neral  many  rights  of  the  Americans  and 
in  particular  the  right  now  before  us.  ' 
Thefe  are  hereby  involved  and  interwoven 
with  cur  higheft  and  moft  facred  con¬ 
cerns  ;  we  cannot  lift  up  our  hands  to 
take  them  away  without  forfeiting  our 
national  character,  without  renouncing 
the  tenets  and  maxims  whereon  we  have 
on  our  moft  important  and  critical  occa- 

i 

fions  ever  adled,  as  a  People  and  withoiv 
declaring  that  we  claim  a  right  to  refill 
and  oppofe  all  thole,  who  opprefs  us  our- 
felves  and  at  the  fame  time  to  trample 
upon  and  tyrannize  over  all  others,  where 
we  hope,  that  we  have  the  power  to  do 
it  with  impunity, 


deed  in 


But  it  may  be  faid,  that  thefe  are  in- 
themfelves  very  true  and  com- 
C  2  mendable 


mcndable  opinions ;  but  that  they  are 
here  introduced  on  fubjedts  not  worthy 
of  them,  a  duty  of  a  few  {hillings  upon 
fome  forts  of  paper  or  parchment  and  of 
a  few  pence  upon  a  pound  of  Tea.  Let  us 
therefore  more  particularly  confider  the 
nature  of  the  claim  and  pretenfion  in 
queftion.  Suppofe  then  one  perfon  to 
have  in  his  pocket  an  hundred  pounds, 
but  another  to  have  the  right  to  take  it 
from  him  and  to  put  it  into  his  own 
pocket  or  to  do  with  it  what  he  pleafes  ; 

to  whom  does  that  money  belong  ?  This 

✓ 

needs  no  anfwer.  Suppofe  the  fum  to  be 
a  thoufand  or  ten  thoufand  pounds  ?  1  hat 
makes  no  difference.  Suppofe  one  perfon 
to  have  a  right  to  demand  of  another  not 
only  one  certain  fum  or  what  he  has  about 
him,  but  as  much  as  he  pleafes  and  as 
often  ?  This  goes  to  the  all  of  that  other. 
But  fuppofe  not  one  fingle  perfon  only  to 
be  fob)  eft  to  fuch  demands  from  one 

other,  but  a  number  of  men,  a  colony 

or 


. 
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or  any  other  community  to  be  fo  fabject 
to  the  demands  of  fome  other  fociety. 

,  What  then?  Why  then  that  will  go  in 
like  manner  to  their  all.  This  feems  to 
be  fo  evident,  that  whoever  fhall  multi¬ 
ply  words  on  the  fubjeft,  will  hardly  do 
it  for  the  fake  of  being  convinced. 

But  is  this  cafe,  that  of  the  Americans ; 
for  it  is  laid  that  the  money  raifed  on 
them  is  to  be  employed  for  their  own 
benefit,  in  their  civil  fervice  or  military 
defence  ?  Let  me  afk  then,  Who  are  in 
their  cafe  to  determine,  whether  any  mo¬ 
ney  is  at  all  wanted  for  fuch  purpofes ; 
they  who  pay  it  or  they  who  take  it  ?  They 
who  take  it.  Who  are  to  determine  the 
quantity  wanted?  They  who  take  it. 
Who  are  to  determine,  how  often  it  is 
wanted  ?  They  who  take  it.  Who  are 
to  determine,  whether  it  is  really  laid  out 
in  the  purpofes  pretended  ?  They  who 
take  it.  Suppofe  the  Americans  fhould 
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be  of  opinion  or  declare,  that  the  money 
lo  raifed  is  ufed  not  for  their  advantage 
but  the  contrary  j  is  that  a  bar  to  the 
railing  ?  No.  Suppofe  them  to  complain, 
that  the  money  pretended  to  be  laid  out 
in  their  civil  fervice  is  given  to  corrupt 
their  Governors  or  Judges  j  is  that  a  bar 
to  the  raifmg?  No.  Suppofe  them  to 
llgnify,  that  the  money  alledged  to  be 
ufed  in  their  military  defence  is  employed 
m  paying  troops  to  enUave  them  and 
which  they  had  rather  be  without  ;  is 
"hat  a  bar  to  the  raifmg  ?  No.  Wherein 
then  does  this  differ  from  will  and  plea, 
fure  in  the  moll  abfolute  fenfe  ? 

This  claim  affects  therefore  moll  clearly 
the  all  of  the  Americans,  Two  millions 
of  people,  fubjecl  to  no  lefs  than  twelve 
different  Governments  and  inhabiting, 
polfelTing  and  being  mailers  of  a  country 
exceedingly  larger  than  that  of  thofe,  who 
make  the  claim  or  in  whofe  name  it  is 

made. 
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made,  have  on  this  ground  no  property 
at  all,  nothing  which  they  can  truly  call 
their  own,  nothing  but  what  may  at  any 
time  be  demanded  of  them,  but  what  they 
may  be  deprived  of  without  and  againfi 
their  will  and  confent.  It  cannot  there¬ 
fore  furely  be  a  queftion  whether  or  no, 
this  is  a  matter  of  fuch  a  magnitude  as  to 
deferve  the  moil  ferious  difeuffion.  But  it 
might  here  be  without  further  words  left  to 
every  man’s  determination,  whether  this  is 
on  the  one  h and  a  reafonabl e  ground ,  where¬ 
on  to  put  into  confufion  all  the  parts  of  the 
Britifh  empire,  to  throw  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  ana  her  North- American  colonies  into 
the  moil  deadly  feuds  and  in  ali  appear¬ 
ance  a  civil  war  with  one  another  or  whe- 
ther  it  is  not  on  the  other  hand  a  propo¬ 
rtion  ineonfiilent  with  the  eflential  laws 
of  nature,  fubveriive  of  the  fiift  and 
inherent  rights  of  humanity  and  contrary 
to  the  principles  whereon  our  forefathers 

defended 
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defended  and  under  the  fanftion  of  which 
they  have  through  fo  many  civil  wars 
and  with  the  depofition,  banifhment  and 
change  of  fo  many  Princes  delivered 

down  to  us  the  rights  and  properties, 

/ 

which  Englifhmen  now  enjoy. 

But  it  is  in  this  difpute  very  often  re- 
prefented  ;  that  a  total  and  abfolute  de¬ 
pendence  on  the  Britifh  Parliament  with¬ 
out  any  exception  whatfoever  either  with 
regard  to  taxes  or  any  other  is  liberty  it- 
felf;  it  is  Britilh  liberty,  which  is  the 
bed:  of  liberty.  I  anfwer,  who  fays  other- 
wife  in  the  cafe  of  us,  who  chufe  that 
Parliament ;  but  that  in  fome  other  cafes, 
this  pofition  may  perhaps  be  more  liable 
to  queftion.  Our  North -American  .co¬ 
lonies  are  as  to  their  internal  conftitution 
a  very  free  people,  as  free  as  the  V  ene- 
tians,  the  Dutch  or  the  Swifs  or  perhaps 
more  fo  than  any  of  them.  This  proceeds 

from  their  Aifemblies  being  not  only  the 

nominal 
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nominal  but  the  real  Reprefentatives,  of 
thofe  whom  they  govern.  Thefe  are 
elefted  fairly,  fully  and  often.  In  thefe 
Affemblies  their  liberty  confifts  and  it  is 
certainly  true  and  genuine.  But  change 
the  fcene  a  little ;  let  any  one  Colony  be 
taxed  and  governed  not  by  their  own  but 
by  the  Affembly  of  another ;  what  is  then 
become  of  this  their  genuine  liberty  ?  It 
is  gone  and  loft  with  their  own  Affembly. 
Let  all  the  Colonies  be  fo  fubjedted  to  the 
Affembly  of  fome  one  among  them.  That 
won’t  mend  the  matter.  Let  us  take  a 
larger  feale.  Suppofe  this  power  over 
them  be  lodged  in  the  Parliament  of  Ire¬ 
land.  We  are  never  the  nearer.  Let 
us  come  towards  home.  Were  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland  under  the  taxation  and 
direction  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  would 
they  then  think  themfelves  to  be  very 
free  ?  For  an  anfwer  to  tills  queftion  en¬ 
quire  of  one  of  that  country.  Place  then 

the  Irifh  under  one  of  the  Aifemblies  be- 

D  fore 
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fore  mentioned.  They  would  be  yet  fur¬ 
ther  from  home  and  it  might  not  be  better 
with  them.  Let  us  take  our  own  turn. 
Suppofe  Great-Britain  on  the  like  condi¬ 
tions  under  the  Parliament  of  Ireland. 
God  forbid.  I  think  that  I  have  but  one 
more  point,  before  that  I  am  at  an  end  of 
my  combination.  Place  over  our  heads 
with  all  thefe  powers  in  their  full  force 
the  Affembly  of  Maffachufets-Bay,  what 
then  ?  I  fancy  that  we  fhould  foon  change 
a  certain  tune  and  fmg  another  fong,  than 
what  wre  do  now.  Let  me  then  molt  fe- 

t  4 

rioufly  queftion  any  man,  from  whofe 
breaft  all  candour  and  jufticc  are  not  to¬ 
tally  banuhed,  where  is  as  to  liberty  or 
property  the  difference  between  any  of 
the  cafes  now  fuppoled  and  that  original 
one  which  has  given  occalion  to  them. 
I  fpeak  this  no  otherwife  than  with  the 
utmoft  reverence  and  refpect  towards  our 
own  legdlature  ;  but  are  we  to  conceive 
or  would  it  be  a  compliment  to  them  or 

does 


[  *9  j 

does  any  one  mean  to  fay,  that  they  are 
not  men  or  that  they  are  to  be  excepted 
and  exempted  from  the  reafons  and  the 
rules,  which  obtain  and  take  place  in  the 
cafe  of  all  the  refi  of  mankind  ? 

One  of  the  long  robe  may  perhaps  de¬ 
mand  the  exaft  time  when  thefe  rights 
begin  in  riling  and  growing  ftates  to  take 
place  and  how  many  years,  months  and 

days  a  colony  mull  be  firft  fettled.  I  may 

* 

venture  to  promife  to  refolve  fuch  an  one ; 
when  he  fhall  tell  me  in  how  many  years, 
months  and  days  an  oaken  plant  grows 
to  be  an  oaken  tree  or  a  boy  becomes  a 
man ;  which  feem  to  be  too  much  eafier 

queftions.  The  boundaries  are  feldom 
nicely  diftinguilhable,  where  nature  pro¬ 
ceeds  with  an  even  and  con  ft  ant  hand. 
But  it  is  not  difficult  to  anfvver  that  the 
event  has  already  taken  place,  when  near 
two  millions  of  people  are  in  full  a  nd  peace- 

D  £  able 
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able  pofleffion  of  fuch  a  country  as  is  oc¬ 
cupied  by  our  North- American  colonies* 

It  may  likewife  be  alked,  whether  thefe 
laws  are  applicable  to  all  cafes  of  private 
property  between  man  and  man.  But 
the  full  refolution  of  this  queftion  might 
demand  a  Spanifh  cafuift  or  a  book  as 
big  as  a  volume  of  our  ftatutes  at  large. 
Any  man  may  for  me  amufe  himfelf  with 
trying  the  titles  of  nations  to  the  territo¬ 
ries  and  pofleffions,  which  they  fill,  enjoy 
and  inhabit,  as  he  would  do  thofe  between 
man  and  man  about  a  houfe  and  garden 
and  fhould  the  procefs  in  the  firft  cafe  laft 

as  long  in  proportion,  as  one  does  in  the 

% 

latter  before  fome  Courts  ot  Juftice  in 
Europe,  the  defendants  need  not  perhaps 
defire  a  longer  or  furer  pofleffion. 

But  may  not  thefe  principles  go  far,  if 
carried  to  the  extent  ?  That  is  indeed  a 
very  ferious  queftion  and  perhaps  well 

worthy 
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worthy  of  confideration.  Our  colonies 
are  content  that  we  fhould  at  our  plea- 
fure  regulate  their  trade  provided  that 
what  we  do  is  bona  fide,  really,  truly  and 
fmcerely  for  that  pnrpofe  and  that  only  ; 

but  they  deny  that  we  fhall  tax  them. 
They  afient  and  agree  to  the  firft ;  but 
they  abfolutely  refufe  the  laft.  Thefe  two 
different  points  do  likewife  not  ftand  on 
the  fame  foundation ;  they  have  to  the 
one  fubmitted  ever  fince  their  origin  ;  it 
has  been  corroborated  by  their  perpetual 
and  conftant  confent  and  acquiefcence ; 
the  other  is  a  novelty,  againft  which  they 
have  from  its  firft  attempt  molt  flrongly 
protefted  and  afted.  Why  cannot  we 
therefore  content  us  with  the  line  drawn 
by  themfelves  and  with  the  prefent  efta- 
blifhment,  from  which  we  receive  fuch 
prodigious  benefit  and  advantage  now 
arifmg  and  yearly  encreafmg  ?  But  may 
not  they  in  time  extend  their  objections 


to  this  alfo  ?  The  courfe  of  things  and 


- 
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t  ;c  flux  or  years  will  certainly  produce 
1  cry  many  things  more  extraordinary  than 
that.  All  the  whole  of  our  colonies  muff 
no  doubt  one  day  without  force  or  vio¬ 
lence  fall  off  from  the  parent  ftate,  like 
ripe  fruit  in  the  maturity  of  time.  The 
earth  itielf  having  had  a  beginning,  can¬ 
not  but  decay  likewife,  pafs  away  and 
have  an  end.  But  why  fhould  we  be  over- 
curious  about  objects  perhaps  very  far 
remote  and  dillurb  ourfelves  about  a  fu¬ 
turity  which  does  not  affect  us  and  the 
diftance  of  which,  we  don’t  know.  Why 
fhould  we  fliake  the  fruit  unripe  from  the 
tree,  becaufe  it  will  of  courfe  drop  off, 
when  it  fliall  be  ripe.  Every  time  has  its 
own  circumftances,  according  to  which 
the  events  of  it  muft  be  provided  for, 
when  they  happen.  That  cannot  now 
be  done.  New  and  unreafonabie  demands, 
injuftice,  opprefiion,  violence  on  our  parts 
will  forward  and  haften  thefe  events  even 
before  their  time ;  let  us  withold  our 

hands 
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hands  from  thefe  things  $  we  have  never 
yet  had  reafon  to  boaft  ourfelves  of  fuch 
expedients  nor,  let  me  add,  ever  to  repent 
11  o  of  the  contrary  conduct. 


There  are  no  doubt  in  all  governments 
many  moll  important  points  unfettled  and 
undetermined ;  fuch  in  particular  as  re¬ 
late  to  the  limits  between  the  power  of 
the  Sovereign  and  the  obedience  of  the 
Subject.  This  muft  always  be  the  cafe 
between  Kings  and  their  People,  princi¬ 
pal  States  and  their  dependencies,  Mother 


Countries  and  their  Colonies,  it  is  very 


much  the  part  of  every  prudent  ruler, 
whether  the  Firft  Minifter  of  a  Prince  or 


anv  other  to  avoid  with  the  utmoft  care 

j 

and  lolicitude  all  meafures,  v»hich  may 


pofiibly  bring  any  fuch  critical  circum- 
ftances  into  public  debate  and  difpute.  It 
is  always  a  bad  fi  n  when  fuch  contefts 
ari  ?e  j  they  cannot  do  io  without  the  drf- 
order  of  the  whole,  but  they  are  to  the 

Sovereign 


Sovereign  in  particular  ever  dangerous  and 
often  fatal.  They  may  perhaps  be  com¬ 
pared  to  gunpowder,  than  whofe  grain 
nothing  is  more  harmlefs,  while  it  is  at 
reft ;  but  let  it  be  put  into  action  and  it 
will  make  the  wildeft  ravages  all  around 
or  overthrow  the  ftrongeft  bulwarks  and 
fortifications. 


~u 


To  how  many  of  thefe  queftions  did 
our  Charles  the  Firft  give  in  his  time  rife 
or  occafion  and  how  dearly  did  he  abide 
it !  How  many  points  of  this  fort  are  un¬ 
determined  between  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland,  which  are  now  to  our  mutual 
happinefs  intirely  dormant,  but  which 
flatted  and  purfued  with  obftinacy  and 
eagernefs  might  make  one  or  both  of  the 
ifiands  run  with  blood.  They  need  per¬ 
haps  be  no  further  looked  for,  than 
ceitain  dodlrines  formerly  advanced  by 
Mr.  Molyneux  on  the  one  hand  and 

the  law  of  Poininas  on  the  other. 

Eut 
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But  It  has  pleafed  Providence  to  fhel~ 
terns  hitherto  from  this,  mifchief.  It 
is  not  now  perhaps  many  months,  iince 
we  did  not  want  an  opportunity  to  have 
engaged  in  one  fuch.  The  alterations  of 
a  late  odl  fi  om  that  country  were  only 
accidental.  But  does  any  one  doubt, 
whether  iome  forward  man  might  not 
have  been  found,  who  would  on  opcalion 
have  furmfhed  reafons  better  or  worfe  to 
maintain  the  right  of  making  them.  But 
how  much  more  prudent  was  our  con- 
du61  ?  Ir  peace  and  harmony  are  then  ib 
beneficial  and  defirable  between  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  meafures  pro¬ 
ducing  or  infuring  them  good,  upright 
ana  wife ;  why  do  thefe  things  fb  alter 

their  nature,  when  they  are  applied  to 
America  ? 

*1  he  pi  efent  accurfcd  pueibion  between 
us  and  our  colonies  how  long  was  it  un¬ 
known  01  un  mo  light  or  !  Who  heard  of 


t  ] 

it  from  the  firft  rife  of  thofe  fettlements, 
until  a  very  few  years  ago ;  that  a  fatal 
attempt  forced  it  into  notice  and  import¬ 
ance.  But  it  is  now  already  fetting  at 
work  fleets  and  armies ;  it  threatens  the 
confufion  and  perhaps  the  deftru&ion  of 
both  countries  and  but  too  probably  of 
one  of  them  ;  although  God  only  knows 
whether  the  calamity  will  fall  on  that  of 
the  two,  which  many  men  may  now  ima¬ 
gine  and  believe  to  be  the  moft  in  danger. 

This  point  is  not  alone ;  there  are 
other  queflions  of  the  fame  fort,  concern¬ 
ing  which  no  man  now  difturbs  himfelf 
but  which  ffcirred  and  flat  ted  by  new  de- 
mai  ids  or  any  other  means  might  in  like 
manner  band  againft  one  another  Great- 
Britain  and  its  Colonies.  Princes  and 
States  never  do  better,  than  when  their 
claims  are  not  fathomed  nor  if  I  may 
ufe  the  expreffion,  the  bottom  of  them 

over-curioufly  founded  and  examined. 

The 
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The  terms  of  municipal  laws  ufually  fa-* 

vour  the  Sovereign,  they  are  often  framed 

or  drawn  by  his  creatures  and  dependents^ 

the  law  of  nature  is  more  commonly  in 

fupport  of  the  people  and  the  pubhek  5  it 

;s  the  production  of  him  who  fees  with 

an  equal  eye,  Prince  and  Sub] eft,  High 

and  Low,  European  and  American.  God 

forbid,  that  two  fuch  parts  of  the  Britifh 

empire,  as  the  mother- country  and  her 
— 

colonies  fhould  in  our  times  divide  and 


contend  as;ainft  one  another  on  the  fano 

O 

tion  or  thefe  two  difierent  laws,  whicn 
ought  in  every  ftate  to  be  conftantly 
blended  and  united  and  which  can  never 


without  its  utter  diforder  and  confufion 
be  made  to  ftrike  and  to  clafh  againft  each 
other.  Whenever  that  fhall  happen,  wt 


us  be  affured,  that  we  are  running  upon 
a  rock,  whereon  we  cannot  but  mak$ 


I  have 
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I  have  hitherto  on  the  law  of  nature 
arki  ih :  common  rights  of  humanity  con- 
fiuei  ed  the  claim  of  the  Americans  not  to 
be  here  in  England  .taxed  by  us  again  ft 
tueii  own  will  and  confent.  It  refts  firmly 
on  that  foundation  j  but  I  don’t  mean  to 
fay  that  it  refts  on  that  only.  Could  this 
be  removed,  there  would  yet  remain  an¬ 
other  on  which  it  would  neverthelefs  ftand 
fure  and  unfhaken ;  I  mean  that  of  the 
Special  Contritution  of  Great-Britain, 
which  does  herein  moft  juftly  and  wifely 
coincide  with  the  general  conftitution  of 
humanity  and  require  that  the  property 
of  no  man  living  under  its  protection 
fhould  without  his  confent  by  himfelf  or 
lepi  efentative  be  taken  from  him  or  ac- 
cording  to  the  language  of  the  times,  that 
representation  fhould  go  along  with  taxa- 

•  '  "  ‘  '  -A  * 


But  this  argument  has  particularly  been 

in  tne  hands  of  the  firft  men  of  our  times. 

.  '  •  •  ‘  ‘  .  ....  ,  , 

They 
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They  have  fet  it  in  its  full  light  and  their 
authority  has  recommended  it  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  their  country.  It  is  well  known 
and  well  underftood  and  I  am  perfuaded 
that  it  ;s  unanfwerable.  But  I  hear  more 
refpeft  bo  .1  to  thofe  perfons  and  to  the 
public,  than  to  go  over  it  again  fo 
much  to  its  disadvantage.  I  will  there¬ 
fore  b  eg  leave  only  to  aflame  this  reafon 
and  to  join  it  to  my  former ;  when  the 
right  of  the  Americans  will  Hand  on  this 
double  foundation  of  the  general  law  of 
nature  and  of  the  particular  conftitution 
of  Great-Brltain, 

A.  4 

However  it  has  been  faid,  that  the 
Americans  are  in  our  Parliament  virtu¬ 
ally  reprefented.  How  that  fhould  be 
when  they  are  not  really  fo,  I  fhall  leave 
to  be  explained  by  thofe  who  advance  it. 
But  God  forbid,  that  the  condition  of 
Britifh  fubjects  mould  ever  be  fuch,  as 
for  a  whole  people  of  them  to  be  in  danger 

of 


r 


30  j 


L 


of  being  (tripped  of  all  their  properties 


only  by  the  logick  of  fuch  an  unmeaning 


word  or  diftinction,  as  that  is. 

But  what  are  the  exaft  bounds  and  li¬ 


mits  of  real  reprefentation  ?  I  will  excufe 


myfelf  from  entering  into  that  queftiom 
But  will  an  American  fcruple  to  fay;  that 
if  in  any  future  time  things  fhould  here 
at  home  be  from  their  prefent  ftate  fo  far 
changed  and  the  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain  fo  loft,  that  a  great  majority  of  its 
Reprefentatives  fhall  be  named  by  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  needy  men ;  that  they  fhall  moft 
evidently  and  moft  notoriouily  be  both 
chofen  by  a  corrupt  and  undue  influ¬ 
ence  and  be  afterwards  l  and 


governed  by  the  fame ;  ate  wili^not  lay, 
that  it  may  at  that  diftant  day  better  be¬ 
come  fuch  a  mock  Reprefentativc  to  prove 
their  own  right  of  taxing  Britain,  than  to 
pretend  to  tax  America  ? 


So 


So  much  for  confent  and  reprefenta- 
tion.  But  there  is  another  ground,  where¬ 
on  the  Americans  likewife  rely,  which  is 
that  of  their  own  provincial  charters.  I 
fliall  leave  the  particulars  of  this  fubject 
to  themfelves,  who  are  bed  acquainted 
with  them.  However  I  wall  in  general 
fay,  that  thefe  charters  are  no  doubt  in 
aid  and  affidance  of  the  two  fancliohs  be¬ 
fore  mentioned  very  properly  brought  for 
the  fhortening  and  fileneing  of  difputes 
and  debates  by  the  producing  the  fpecial 
authority  of  government.  But  they  mud 
be  interpreted  by  thole  before-mentioned 
and  confidently  with  them.  They  can¬ 
not  be  condrued  fo  as  to  overturn  the 
others.  It  would  be  the  mod  downright 
abfurdity  and  the  mod  direct  contradic¬ 
tion  in  itfelf,  to  talk  of  a  Grant  or  Patent 
or  Charter  of  rights  given  to  any  one  to 
take  away  all  the  rights  he  had  in  the 
'world,  to  confer  on  him  the  privilege  of 
having  nothing  of  his  own  now  nor  of 
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being  able  to  acquire  any  fuch  thing  In 
time  to  come,  neither  he  himfelf  or  his 
defendants  after  him.  Every  thing  of 
this  kind  muft  be  underftood  fo  as  to  co- 
inciue  with  tne  original,  inherent  rights 

of  any  fingie  perfon  or  community,  whe¬ 
ther  as  men  or  as  Britons. 

Charters  would  without  doubt  be  for 
fome  puipofes  very  effectual,  if  every  thing 
would  take  place  as  it  is  written  on  a 
paper  or  parchment.  Suppofe  a  parcel 
of  miferable  people  ftarved  out  of  their 
native  country  or  perfecuted  and  profe- 
cuted  there,  becaufe  they  don’t  believe 
juit  what  fome  other  men  do  or  pretend 
to  do ;  that  they  cannot  leave  their  homes 
without  the  confent  of  their  perforators  ; 
that  they  muft  take  with  them  a  piece  of 
parchment,  did  their  tyrants  write  there¬ 
on,  that  their  deftendants  fhall  go  upon 
all  fours,  fliall  be  born  with  hoofs  inftead 
oi  hands  and  with  inftindt  inftead  of  reafon 

and 


/ 
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and  the  faculty  of  fpeech  and  that  thefe 
things  would  fo  happen ;  this  might  to 
be  fure  give  very  notable  powers  over 
them  5  they  might  then  be  yoked  as  horned 
cattle,  fad  died  and  bridled  as  horfes  or 
fleeced  and  fheared  as  flieep ;  the  difference 
in  the  fpecies  would  naturally  and  necefi* 
farily  efledt  this ;  but  nothing  of  all  this 
will  come  to  pafs.  This  future  offspring 

will  notwithstanding  be  born  with  the 
nature,  the  qualities  and  the  talents  and 

confequently  with  riie  claims,  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  men.  But  fuppofe  thefe 
ftrange  terms  to  be  on  account  of  the 
abfurdity  of  them  dropped,  but  that  there 
are  inffead  really  entered  on  the  pare! 
ment  or  charter  fuch  an  arbitrary  fupe- 
riority,  fuch  despotic  and  uncontroulable 
powers  and  prerogatives  over  thefe  poor 
people  and  their  pofterity,  as  are  only 
fitting,  fuitable  and  analogous  to  the  for¬ 
mer  circumflances,  will  this  in  right  or 
in  reafon  be  a  whit  more  valid  than  tl 

T?  ,1 
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other  "or  where  is  the  fenfe  or  juftice  in 
demanding  fuch  enormous  confequences, 
when  we  are  forbidden  the  unnatural  pre- 
miles,  from  which  alone  they  can  follow  ? 
Suppofe  that  it  was  on  a  paper  or  parch¬ 
ment  written  in  fair  characters ;  that  the 
horfes  and  other  cattle  of  the  New  Foreft 

•  — '  i 

in  Hampfhire  fhould  have  to  them  and 
their  heirs  for  ever  the  fakl  Foreft  and  it 


C 


lniaht  be  added  to  hold  in  free  foccage  of 


the  manor  of  Eaft-Greenwich ;  fuppofe 
that  dents  were  made  in  the  paper  or 
parchment  and  a  ftamp  put  upon  it  and 
that  it  was  figned  fealed  and  delivered  as 
an  aft  and  deed;  what  would  be  the 
effect  ?  It  will  be  anhvered  that  it  would 
be  a  thing  to  laugh  at ;  for  how  fhould 
brute  beafts  take  property,  who  have  nei¬ 


ther  underftanding  or  capacity  or  arm 


y 


means  for  that  purpofe;  that  it  would  be 
contrary  to  nature  for  them  fo  to  do.  But 
let  me  demand  in  my  turn,  where  is  the 
difference  in  the  effect,  whether  it  is  writ¬ 
ten 
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ten  that  hearts  {hall  become  men  oi  toy¬ 
men  {hall  become  hearts ;  that  a  number 
of  hearts  {hall  be  able  to  take  and  hold 
property  or  that  a  community  oi  uwu 
{hall  not  ?  The  one  Is  juft  as  contrary  to 
nature  as  the  other.  It  might  indeed  be 
a  happy  day  for  defpotifm,  couid  ioc.i 
things  be  done ;  but  they  are  oeyond  its 
ftrength.  The  great  Author  ot  tne  woiid 
has  for  the  tranfcendent  purports  of  his 
unfathomable  wifdom  placed  in  tnc  nearts 
of  men,  pride,  ambition,  avarice  and  felf- 
intereft  ■,  but  he  has  at  the  fame  time  been 
pleafed  with  his  moil  benevolent  hand  and 
by  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  courfe  or 
things  to  fet  bounds  to  the  power  of  thefe 
paffions,  which  they  can  pafs  no  more, 
than  the  fea  can  exceed  its  (hares. 


So  much  for  charters  in  general.  How¬ 
ever  i  will  hkewife  (ay  iomethmg  con¬ 
cerning  one  particular  chattel  bwom  1 
leave  the  fubjecf.  When  trie  havocs 


F 


among 


among  charters  happened  in  England  a 
fhort  time  before  the  revolution  and  which 


contributed  not  a  little  to  produce  that 
event,  America  was  not  fpared.  About 
the  year  fixteen  hundred  eighty- four  a 
quo  warranto  was  on  that  head  iffued 
againit  Malfachulet  s-Bay.  Some  of  the 


colonies  did  on  the  like  occafion  give  way 
and  throw  themfelves  on  the  pleaiure  of 
the  King.  MaiTachufet’s-Eay  refuted  to 
do  this.  They  were  ex  parte  and  for  non- 
appearance  condemned  and  their  charter 
ihaied  the  fame  true  as  tnat  or  the  city  of 
London  and  10  many  otuers.  Four  years 
afterwards  rue  Revolution  happened.  As 
foon  as  ever  the  news  of  it  arrived  at  Bof- 


ton  the  colony  declared  in  favour  of  it. 
They  took  poflelTion  of  Kmg  James's  Go¬ 
vernor  andoi  tnereft  ot  jus  creatures  and 
fent  them  all  home  to  England.  But 
then  it  will  perhaps  be  laid,  they  reco¬ 
vered  in  return  them  charter .  Is  there  al- 
tn oft  faitu  in  man  to  believe  otherwife  ? 

Other 
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Other  colonies  fared  well  enough,  who 
had  not  withftood  the  will  of  the  King, 
and  whofe  charters  had  not  been  vacated 
in  the  court  of  juftice.  They  did  them- 
felves  put  them  again  in  execution  and  no 
words  were  made.  Our  own  charters 
here  at  home  were  likewife  returned. 
*1  he  colony  of  ivtahachuietCs-.Bay  went 
on  that  account  hi  ft  into  the  Convention 
Parliament  5  but  there  they  could  not  get 
through.  It  is  well  known  that  our  par¬ 
liaments  are  not  ufually  diffolved  or  pro¬ 
rogued,  while  any  bufmefs  is  depending, 
which  there  is  an  inclination  to  pals. 
They  had  then  nothing  left  but  to  beg 
and  pray  of  the  King’s  Minifters.  But  is 
it  Ci  edible  tnat  they  could  not  procure 
the  reftoration  of  their  charter  of  thefe 
Revolution  Minifters,  of  thefe  Makers 
and  Unm alters  of  Kings,  who  had  lo  lately 
been  on  the  fame  bottom  with  them  and 
in.  whoie  caufe  the  colony  had  fo  readily 

declared 
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declared  itfelf,  but  who  had  now  obtained 
their  own  ends  ?  Tired  out  therefore  with 
delays  and  not  being  fare  of  the  word  that 
might  happen,  they  were  obliged  in  the 
end  to  accept  of  a  new  charter  mutilated 
and  caftrated  of  many  of  the  moft 
important  and  efiential  privileges  of  the 
old.  I  fhall  take  notice  of  no  other 
particulars,  than  that  before  they  chofe  an¬ 
nually  their  own  Governor,  Deputy-Go¬ 
vernor  and  Secretary.  Thefe  were  from 
this  time  to  be  appointed  during  pleafure 
by  the  King.  Of  what  extreme  confequence 
the  change  in  the  nomination  of  thefe 
their  three  Chief  Officers  has  proved  to 
them,  no  man  at  all  acquamted.with  the 
name  of  Maflachufet’s-Bay  can  be  fo  ig¬ 
norant  of  their  hiftory,  as  not  to  be  in¬ 
formed  and  fenfible.  Hence  their  dif¬ 
ferences  with  their  own,  Governors  there 
and  with  our  Minifters  at  home.  Hence 
their  prefent  Military  Governor  and  the 

armies  and  fleets  now  gone  or  going  againft 

theme 
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them.  Hence  the  ftrange  provifion  faid 
to  be  in  agitation,  that  their  blood  may 
not  be  liable  to  be  anfwered  for  there. 
They  would  otherwife  in  •  all  appearance 
be  at  this  moment  on  thefe  fubjeefs  in  the 
fame  fituation,  as  their  neighbours  of 

I 

Connecticut  and  Rhode-lfland,  with 
jvhofe  charters  their  own  agreed,  until 
they  loft  it  by  their  reiiftance  and  oppo- 
fttion  to  the  will  of  the  two  laft  Stuarts ; 
when  the  others  faved  theirs  by  giving 
way.  I  fhall  leave  my  readers  to  judge, 
whether  it  was  the  good  or  the  evil  con¬ 
tained  in  this  poor  piece  of  parchment 
•which  thus  united  againft  it  Stuart- Kings 
and  Revolution-Minifters.  But  this  char¬ 
ter  mu  ft  certainly  have  been  granted  un¬ 
der  an  evil  planet,  if  what  fome  people 
fay  be  true ;  that  it  is  now  again  under 
difpleafure  at  home  and  on  the  brink  of 
being  once  more  reverlcd  and  altered.  L. nt 
that  event  has  not  on  the  writing  of  tins 

happened.  I  am  therefore  perrecfly  pe>- 

'  fwaded. 
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i  waded,  that  fhotild  any  thing  of  that 
.tnim  take  place,  it  will  on  the  contrary 
be  the  refloration  of  thofe  its  former  pri¬ 
vileges  and  powers,  which  was  fo  unrea¬ 
sonably  and  fo  unjuftly  denied  at  the  Re¬ 
volution.  But  let  any  one  confider  this  hif- 
tory  of  a  charter  and  then  reflect,  whether 
mankind  have  not  reafon  to  blcfs  them- 
felves,  that  they  have  fome  rights  of  a 
higher  nature  than  charters,  fuperior  to 
them  and  independent  of  them. 


But  are  not  we  the  parent  country  ? 
That  is  a  very  refpectable  word,  but  fo 
likewife  is  the  relation  of  it  mutual.  It 
has  always  hitherto  had  its  full  weight 


with  our  colonies  of  North-America  and 
will  probably  continue  to  have,  if  we 
can  content  ourfelves  with  any  tolerably 
leafonable  lenfc  and  ufe  of  it.  But  was 
every  mailer  and  miftrefs  of  a  family  re- 
fident  there  the  immediate  fon  and  daughter 

,  O 


of  a  hither  and  mother 


living  now  at  this 


tim 
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time  ia  England;  yet  they  being  gone 
from  us  and  having  eftablifhed  themfelves 
and  got  families  of  their  own  and  having 
acquired  a  large  territory,  we  could  by  no 
means  even  as  true  and  real  parents  make 
out  any  claim  having  fuch  confequences, 
as  that  which  we  advance.  However  the 
fact  is  very  different ;  they  left  us  in  for¬ 
mer  times  a  part  of  the  publick,  as  .well 
as  others  ;  they  are  fince  become  hardly 
our  coufin’s  coufins  and  no  man  knows 
how  far  we  might  mount  towards  Adam 
or  Noah  to  fettle  the  real  relation  between 
us.  But  was  their  hiftory  told,  as  it  de- 
fervs ;  How  they  have  made  thefe  their 
great  eftablifhments  at  their  own  charge 
and  with  almoft  no  expence  of  ours :  How 
we  have  ever  had  the  total  command  of 
the  produce  of  that  immenfe  country,  fo 
as  to  regulate  the  commerce  and  export¬ 
ation  of  it  merely  according  to  our  own. 
advantage  and  convenience ;  that  this  is 
grown  to  be  an  cbjeci  of  perhaps  no  le;s 

G  than 
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than  foui-  millions  fterling  a  year,  all 
turned  towards  our  profit ;  could  the  ex¬ 
treme  benefit  be  all  fet  forth,  which  we 
have  by  this  means  received  from  the  firft 
foundation  or  thefe  colonies  to  this  time 
and  the  chearfulnefs,  fidelity  and  loyalty 
wherewith  they  have  fubmitted  to  this  • 
the  finceie  and  warm  friendfhip  and  af¬ 
fection,  which  they  have  ever  born  us 

y 

while  we  kept  ourfelves  within  thefe 
bounds  1  the  affiftance  which  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  them  in  war,  as  well  as  the 
piokts  in  peace;  could  all  thefe  circum- 
rtances  be  with  very  many  others  favour¬ 
able  to  them  told  and  reprefented  together 
and  in  their  full  light,  the  ftory  itfelf 
would  bid  fair  to  make  thefe  harfli  and 
unmerited  Afts  of  Parliament  drop  out  of 
our  hands,  if  we  held  them  at  the  time,. 
However  at  lead:  don’t  let  us  extend  a 
figurative  and  metaphorical  faying  to  the 
diverting  of  all  their  properties  near  upon 
two  millions  of  people  and  make  it  at  the 

fame 
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lame  time  a  warrant  for  ourfelves  to  hold 
towards  them  an  unjuft,  rapacious  and 
unnatural  conduct,  direftly  contrary  to 

that  of  real  parents  towards  their  children 
and  totally  inconfiftent  with  the  expref- 
fion,  whereon  we  would  ground  our  pre¬ 
tentions. 


But  how  do  thefe  projectors  and  pro¬ 
moters  of  taxes  and  taxing  hold  concern¬ 
ing  Ireland  ?  Do  they  reckon  that  to  be 
likewife  within  the  jurifdiction  of  their 
ways  and  means  and  in  the  fame  predica¬ 
ment  with  America  ?  Adventurers  went 
formerly  from  hence,  others  fucceeded, 
more  followed,  until  they  were  mailers  of 
the  illand.  It  might  be  added,  that  this 
was  done  with  a  much  greater  expence  of 
the  blood  and  treafure  of  this  country  than 
our  fettlements  in  America  ever  coft  us. 
The  Reprefentative  Body  of  Ireland  is 
called  a  Parliament ;  that  of  America  an 
Atiembly.  The  term  of  kingdom  obtains 
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in  one  country  and  that  of  colony  in  the 
other.  Is  there  any  charm  in  the  found 
of  thefe  words  which  makes  a  difference  or 
would  the  author  of  the  Stamp  Aft  have 
gone  thither  alfo;  had  the  people  of  Ame¬ 
rica  fhewn  a  facility  to  his  firft  attempts 
with  them  and  if  the  Parliament  of  Ire¬ 
land  had  ever  made  difficulties  to  his  fu¬ 
ture  d:mands  there?  Does  any  one  ima¬ 
gine  that  learned  or  other  arguments 


would  have  been  wanting  to  maintain  the 


reftitude  of  the  one  meafure,  any  more 
than  of  the  other  ? 


But  is  there  any  medium  ?  Muft  not 
we  either  rigoroufiy  enforce  obedience 
from  our  colonies  or  at  once  generoufly 
declare  them  free  and  independent  of  all 
allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  ? 
To  which  I  anfwer,  if  there  is  a  medium 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  why 


may  there  not  be  alfo  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  North  America.  The  claims  of 


th 
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the  colonies  are  not  higher  than  thofe^of 
Ireland.  Certain  rules  of  mutual  refpect 
preferved  between  us  and  that  neigh¬ 
bouring  part  of  the  King's  dominions 
keep  us  on  the  bell  and  happieft  terms 
together,  terms  of  perpetual  and  almoft 

unfpeakable  profit  and  advantage  to  En¬ 
gland.  Does  this  overturn  the  conititu- 

o 

tion  of  Great  Britain  or  weaken  the  de¬ 
pendency  on  its  crown,  as  fome  language 
has  been  ?  Wiry  fhould  not  then  forbear¬ 
ance,  moderation  and  regard  towards  that 
a  little  more  diftant  portion  of  our  coun¬ 
try  produce  in  the  one  cafe  effects  confo- 
nant  and  anfwerable  to  what  the  like 
caufes  do  in  the  other.  It  is  rnoft  evident 
and  may  in  general  be  depended  on,  that 
no  evil  confequences  can  happen  from  any 
condition  or  fituation  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  her  colonies,  which  does  adtu- 
ally  and  advantageoully  obtain  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Blow  was  it 
there  twenty  years  ago,  before  the  firft  or 

the 
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the  laft  of  thefe  taxes  were  either  of  them 
thought  of?  All  was  then  peace,  calm  and 
content.  The  repealing  the  firft  of  them, 
the  Stamp  Act,  did  that  do  any  mifehief  ? 
Tot  umels  the  reconciling,  uniting  and 
connecting  again  all  the  parts  of  our  go¬ 
vernment  be  iuch.  There  was  hardly  any 
Wi.'-.e  to  be  rounu  a  man,  but  who  was 
pleafed  and  happy  in  the  meafure  5  except 
a  minifter  or  two  at  home,  who  loft  their 
power  and  their  places  on  the  occafion 
and  excepi  a  few  fycopliants  abroad,  who 
hoped  to  recommend  themfelves  by  tra¬ 
ducing  and  difturbing  thofe,  to  whom 
they  owed  affiftance  and  protection  and 
who  defired  to  fiih  in  troubles,  which 
they  themfelves  contributed  greatly  to 
create.  What  evil  ftar  reigns  then  at  this 
period,  that  thefe  bleflings  cannot  now 
take  place,  as  they  formerly  did? 

I  have  on  this  fubject  no  mind  to  play 
tin  tfie  name  or  Ireland,  I  prefume  to 

intro- 
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introduce  on  the  fcene  and  to  couple,  as 
it  were,  with  America  that  country  only 
in  order  to  expo fe  the  more  plainly  by 
the  inftance  of  the  one  fome  notions 
advanced  concerning  the  other  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  the  utmoft  of  my  fmall  power 
to  recommend,  inculcate  and  enforce  that 
cautious,  confiderate,  brotherly  and  af¬ 
fectionate  conduft  towards  each,  which 
1  am  lure  that  they  both  of  them  molt 
exceedingly  well  deferve,  whether  of  the 
government  or  of  the  people  of  England. 

It  is  fometimes  made  a  claim  on  the 
Americans,  that  we  incurred  on  their  ac¬ 
count  a  great  expence  in  the  late  war. 

On  whole  account  have  we  not  fince  the 

♦ 

Revolution  incurred  a  great  expence?  Our 
whole  hiftory  from  that  time  to  this  is 
little  elfe,  but  a  fcene  of  prodigality  in 
the  fervice  of  different  People  or  Princes, 
ror  which  no  man  can  give  any  good 
reafom  However  I  anfwer  on  this  oc- 

cafion 


eafion  with  the  fact.  W e  did  not  engage 
in  the  late  war  at  the  requeft  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  nor  upon  any  defire  or  inclination  of 
theirs.  The  language  at  the  time  was  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  lefs  concerned  the 
inhabitants  of  our  colonies  appeared  to  be 
about  the  incroachments  of  the  French, 
the  more  reafon  we  had  to  be  jealous  on 
the  fubjeft.  I  believe,  that  I  may  in  lup- 
port  of  what  I  am  faying  venture  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  thole,  who  are  thebeft  acquainted 
with  that  period.  Had  it  been  otherwife, 
we  fhould  no  doubt  have  heard  enough  of 
it.  Subftantial  reafons  might  be  given., 
that  the  Americans  judged  better  in  the 
cafe,  than  we.  There  may  be  ground  for 
us  to  condemn  ourfelves  for  not  having 
confulted  them  more  on  the  fubject,  than 
we  did,  before  that  we  were  fo  hafty  to 
take  up  the  hatchet.  However  there  is 
not  the  lead:  pretence  for  charging  to 

their  account  the  confequences  of  a  war, 

* 
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which  we  undertook  without  any  in- 

ftance 
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ftance  and  application  from  them  and  cn 
tirely  of  our  own  motion. 


But  the  honour  of  Government  is  con¬ 
cerned.  That  is  certainiyan  unaccountable 
reafoping, though  not  perhaps  very  uncom¬ 
mon  ;  that  if  Government  or  in  plain  Eng- 
lifh,  the  Minifter  and  thofe  about  him  do  a 
thing  which  fhall  be  wiftied  to  be  un¬ 
done,  they  are  therefore  to  proceed  in  the 
fame  road  and  do  many  more  fuch,  until 
at  length  the  cafe  may  perhaps  be  beyond 
redrefs.  Surely  the  more  credit  is  loft  the 
deeper  tlnap  people  are  plunged  into  mift 
chief.  The  welfare  and  happmels  of  fi  ve  or 

A.  x 

fix  millions  of  mankind  or  more  is  a  prodi¬ 
gious  object.  Whoever  puts  himfelf  at 
the  helm  of  our  State  undertakes  in  a 
manner  for  that.  We  are  all  mortal  and 
fallible.  One  in  fuch  a  fituatioii  had 
need  to  march  with  the  utmoft  caution, 
circumfpection  and  forefight ;  ffiould  he 
make  an  unlucky  ftep,  it  is  his  higheft 
duty  to  endeavour  inftantly  to  retreat  and 

■  II  retrieve 
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retrieve  it.  A'  late  Minifter  repealed  an 
Act  fimilar  to  the  one  in  queftion  and  that 

Statefman  well  knew  what  to  do  and  what 
to  avoid.  In  the  prefent  cafe  a  gulph  is 
before  us,  which  will  not  admit  many 
fteps  forwards,  but  that  the  Government 
and  the  Public  will  both  go  headlong. 

But  their  outrages.  I  prefume  thefe 
to  be  an  objedt  of  difeourfe,  as  well  as  any 
other  ifubjedt;  how  can  they  otherwife  be 
difeufled  and  confidered  ?  However  I 
fhall  without  declaring  any  opinion  of  my 
own  take  them  up  only  in  the  light,  as 
they  may  appear  to  an  American.  He 
will  certainly  fay,  that  thefe  receive  their 
.  complexion  from  the  claim  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  not  to  be  taxed  by  us  and  accordingly 
as  that  fhall  be  grounded  or  not.  If  that 
is  not  well  founded,  that  then  their  whole 
oppofition  is  unlawful,  whether  only  con¬ 
cert  and  combination  or  force  or  violence. 
That  the  latter  indeed  may  be  productive  of 

more 


more  mifchief  than  the  former , but  that  they 
are  on  fuch  a  fuppofition  both  of  them 
entirely  unwarrantable.  I  would  in  this 
cafe  willingly  fpeak  freely  but  without 
offence  j  he  would  therefore  certainly 

add,  that  fiiould  the  Americans  on  the 

( 

other  hand  have  a  real  right  not  to  be  fa 

•>  > 

taxed,  they  are  undoubtedly  intitled  like- 

wife  to  the  neceffary  means  of  ufing  and 

enjoying  that  right.  That  this  is  a  rule  of 

the  law  of  nature  as  well  as  of  the  law  of 

the  land  or  rather  that  the  latter  has  only 

borrowed  it  from  the  former.  I  fpeak 

with  great  fubmiflion  j  but  he  would 

without  doubt  proceed,  that  the  means 

ufed  on  this  occafion  were  abfolutelvthofe 

«/ 

neceffary  ones  and  no  other ;  that  an  ob¬ 
ject  was  artfully  or  judicioufly  chofen  for 
this  tax,  which  is  fo  conftant  a  part  of 
diet  or  luxury,  that  it  was  totally  impof- 
fible  to  prevent  the  tax  from  taking  place 
without  hindering  the  commodity  itfelf 
from  being  introduced ;  that  therefore  the 
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Americans  muft  afafolutelydo  that  or  lofe 
their  right;  that  the  endeavouring  to  do 
it  by  a  genera]  concert  and  agreement 
would  have  been  no  better  than  building 
a  city  out  of  the  fands  of  tlie  fea  ;  that 
thereupon  the  town  of  Bofton  did  at  a 
foil  oi  public  meeting  vile  every  inflance 
and  application  poilibie  both  with  the 
Captains  of  tlie  tea  1  blips  and.  with  the 
Governor,  that  the  tea  might  be  returned, 
untouched  and  undamaged  as  it  came  * 
tna:  tiiis  would  have  fecured  their  right 
and  they  deuced  no  more;  that  tiiis  was 
aDfoluteiy  refilled;  that  there  was  there¬ 
upon  no  expedient  left  lor  the  preferving 
their  right  but  deftroymg  the  tea ;  that 
this  was  without  any  exprefs  authority  of 
the  town  done  by  private  people,  but  in 
all  appearance  with  the  general  inclina¬ 
tion  and  with  the  lead  miichief  and  da¬ 
mage  pollible ;  that  there  was  feme  tea 
fpilt,  but  no  bxood  ;  that  this  refers  the 
whole  to  the  firit  and  original  quefhon  of 
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the  right;  that  the  Americans  make  there¬ 
on  the  fame  claim,  as  the  people  of  Scot¬ 
land  mould  have  in  an  eucntial  circum- 
ftance  of  the  Union  or  thofe  of  Ireland, 
fiiould'  the  nne  observed  between  them 
and  Great- Britain  be  palfed  in  any  point, 
which  would  afrebt  their  whole  intereft 
and  welfare,  as  a  nation ;  that  in  the 
other  colonies  the  Governors  and  Cap¬ 
tains  confented  to  the  fending  back  the 
tea  or  dint  ting  it  up  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
never  to  be  fold  or  difperfed  ;  that  thefe 
did  not  therefore  in  their  cafes  make  im¬ 
mediate  force  necelTary,  but  that  their  aft 
was  in  drect  the  fame  and  Hands  on  the 
fame  ground.  That  there  is  nothing  ma¬ 
lignant  in  the  whole  matter,  nothing  but 
a  determined  defire  to  fupport  this  their 
great  and  neceflary  right.  This  is  no 
doubt  the  American  idea,  as  appears  by 
many  proofs  and  papers  from  that  fide  of 
the  water.  I  fhall  myfelf  prefume  to  {peak 
no  opinion  in  the  cafe,  much  lefs  will  I 

call 


[  54  ] 


call  again  on  the  manes  of  our  anceflors 
\ 

in  fupport  of  this  pretenfion.  But  fhould 
it  be  obferved,  that  it  ends  in  a  queftion, 
which  concerns  the  bounds  and  limits  of 
government ;  I  cannot  on  the  occafion 
but  repeat  and  enforce  by  this  example 


the  remark  before  made,  of  how  dan¬ 
gerous  and  deadly  a  nature  the  cuprites 
and  contefts  are,  which  lead  thither. 


So  much  for  the  redHtude  of  taxing  the 
Americans  !  But  I  may  be  told  that  I 
have  not  yet  touched  the  true  point,  that 

I  have  been  doing  little  more,  than  a  man, 
who  rides  pofl  out  of  his  road.  That 
Statefmen  and  Politicians  do  indeed  fome- 
times  talk  of  the  right  and  wrong,  of  the 
juftice  and  in  juftice  of  meafures  5  but 
that  this  is  all  only  oftenfible  reafoning, 
while  there  may  be  at  the  botton  nothing, 
which  they  really  care  lefs  about.  That 
the  Great  do  every  where  bear  hard  on 
the  Little,  the  ftrong  on  the  weak.'  That 

the 
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the  hawk  hunts  the  partridge,  the  lion  the 
wolf  and  the  wolf  the  lamb  3  that  power¬ 
ful  Princes  and  States  opprefs  the  Helplefs 
and  the  High  and  the  Rich  thole  be¬ 
neath  them  ;  that  this  is  the  courfe  of  the 
world  and  the  chapter  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
ture,  which  we  intend  to  confult  and  to 
follow  3  that  we  want  money  at  home ; 
that  our  debts  are  very  heavy  and  our  re- 
four  ces  but  too  nearly  at  an  end  3  that  we 
have  yet  fleets  and  armies  and  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  bend  to  our  will  our  colonies  of 
America  and  to  make  them  fubfervient  to 
our  wants  and  occafions  3  that  tins  is  at 
the  bottom  and  that  all  my  cafuiftry  may 

in  the  mean  time  ferve  the  purpofes  of 

# 

grocers  and  paftry-cooks  3  that  if  people 
muft  write  about  matters  of  ftate,  they 
ought  do  it  like  men.  Very  well  3  I  join 
iffue  hereon,  only  don’t  let  us  go  too 
faff  3  one  thing  at  a  time. 


I  an- 
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1  anfwer  that  you  cannot  force  them 
nor  is  there  any  appearance  that  you  can. 
The  number  of  tree  people  in  thofe  colo¬ 
nies  is  reckoned  at  towards  two  millions. 
The  common  calculation  is  of  one  fenci- 
ble  or  fighting  man,  in  five  perfons  and 
this  is  fuppofed  to  be  rather  under  than 
over  the  truth.  This  will  give  us  at  leaft 
between  three  and  four  hundred  thoufand 
fighting  men  on  the  number  before  men¬ 
tioned.  Mr.  Rome  tells  us  indeed  in 
fome  letters  &c.  lately  publi fined  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  tine  colonies ;  cc  that  there  is 
hardly  any  tiling  more  common,  than 
to  hear  them  boaft  of  particular  colo- 
5‘  lonies  that  can  raife  on  a  finort  notice 
!!  a  hundred  thoufand  fighting:  men.” 
However  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
thefe  exaggerations  and  to  take  only  the 
number  before  mentioned  ;  what  expect¬ 
ation  can  there  be  cf  fending  from  hence 
an  army  fit  to  fubdue  that  continent,  a. 
country  not  defended  indeed  on  the  fide 

of 
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of  the  fea  with  forts  and  ca  files  built  by 
men, but  extreamly  ftrong  within  by  the  na¬ 
tural  fortifications  of  forefts  and  of  rivers. 


But  can  they  arm  fo  many  ?  In  any 
country  very  greatly  taxed  and  much 
more  fo  than  its  inhabitants  would  wil¬ 
lingly  bear  with,  it  is  impoffible  confift- 
ently  with  fuch  a  ftate  of  things  to  arm 
the  whole  body  of  the  people.  Thefe 
might  be  apt  to  count  nofes  and  to  conii- 
der,  who  were  the  ftronger,  they  them- 
felves  or  the  tax-gatherers  and  the  Red¬ 
coats  or  White-coats  or  Black-coats  or  any 
other,  who  fupport  them.  The  difficulty 
would  be  yet  greater,  were  there  any  fur¬ 
ther  diffatisfaflion.  But  thefe  are  all 
democratical  governments,  where  the 
power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  people  and 
where  there  is  not  the  leaf!  ditnculty  or 
jealoufy  about  putting  arms  into  the 
hands  of  every  man  in*  the  country. 

But 
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But  are  they  united  among  themfelves? 
In  the  came  of  not  being  taxed  by  us  it  is 
well  underflood,  how  much  they  are  fo. 
All  accounts  and  reports  from  thence  of 
all  men  and  of  all  parties  run  in  that  ftile 
and  concur  m  that  circumftance.  It  was 
fo  experienced  to  a  very  great  degree  con¬ 
cerning  the  Stamps  and  has  now  been 
found  the  fame  on  the  occafion  of  the  Tea, 
Their  conduct  has  in  the  cafe  been  every 
where  alike  and  correfpondent.  The  Tea 
is  either  returned  without  being  landed  or 

O 

received  without  being  buffered  to  be  fold, 
at  New- York,  at  Penfylvania,  at  Caro¬ 
lina,  at  all  the  places  to  which  it  was 
lent.  We  reckon  entirely  without  our 
holt,  if  we  don’t  expect  to  have  to  do 
with  a  union  of  that  continent  or  depend 

on  any  meafures  infufficient  to  fubdue  the 
whole. 


But  let  me  alk ;  how  can  we  expect 
othcnvife  ?  They  are  not  unacquainted 

with 
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with  the  hiflory  of  the  mother-country. 
They  know  the  weight  of  the  taxing  hand 
here.  They  have  heard  of  our  debt  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  pounds 
fielding  incurred  fmce  the  Revolution  be- 

-  r  , 

fides  other  hundreds  of  millions  fpent  cur¬ 
rently  within  the  fame  period.  The  time 
to  come  is  to  be  judged  of  by  the  time 
paid.  Will  our  brethren  of  America  ex¬ 
pect,  that  this  hand  fliould  be  lighter  on 
them  at  a  diitance  or  that  our  breads  will 
feel  more  for  them  than  for  ourfelves  ? 
Let  an  Enalilliman  make  the  cafe  his  own 
and  queftion  himfelf ;  what  he  fliould 
think  were  he  of  that  country  and  his 
whole  fortune  and  concerns  there.  Would 
not  he  believe  his  all  to  be  at  flake  upon 

the  call  ?  Does  any  one  in  America  or  in 

* 

England  imagine,  that  all  thefe  difputes 
and  feuds  are  only  at  the  bottom  about  a 
duty  of  threepence  upon  a  pound  of  tea  ? 
How  can  then  any  candid  man  doubt, 
whether  there  will  be  a  general  union 
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and  concurrence  on  the  fubjecl  or  won¬ 
der  if  t^ere  is  fo  ? 

They  are  faid  to  have  already  Commit-* 
tees  of  Correfpondence  and  no  doubt  ne- 
ceffity  will  teach  them  other  means  of 
moving  and  a£ling  together.  Every  thing 
is  there  by  choice  and  election  ;  they  will 
probably  have  at  their  head,  as  capable 
and  as  wife  men,  as  are  to  be  found 
among  them.  The  power  and  influence 
or  Governors  and  other  civil  officers  ap¬ 
pointed  from  hence*  muft  on  an  open 

rupture  have  an  end.  Our  authority 
would  perhaps  then  extend  little  further, 
than  where  it  was  enforced  by  our  own 
troops. 


But  what  are  an  untrained  and  tindiG 
cipiined  multitude  ?  Could  not  an  expe¬ 
rienced  officer  with  a  few  regular  regiments 
do  what  he  would  in  America  ?  I  anfvver* 
that  a  different  ftory  may  be  told.  In  the 

war' 


war  before  laft  our  meafures  directed  at 
home  were  every  where  unfuccefsful.  The 
plains  of  Flanders  were  fatten'd  with 
fome  of  the  belt  blood  of  Britain  and  or 
Ireland.  Our  government  was  fhaken  al- 
moft  to  the  foundation  by  a  rebellion 
contemptible  in  its  beginning.  Were  we 
more  fortunate  in  our  attempt  by  fea 
againft  Pondicherry  or  that  afterwards 
againft  Port  V Orient  ?  But  the  people  of 
New  England  maintained  at  that  time 
the  honour  of  our  arms.  It  is  well 
known,  that  they  carried  on  with  their 

own  counfels  and  with  their  own  foldiery 
and  under  the  command  of  one  of  their 
own  planters  againft  Cape  Breton  and 
Louilbourg  an  expedition,  the  event  of 
which  need  not  now  be  told .  We  did  not  be¬ 
gin  in  a  much  better  manner  the  iaft  war. 
I  am  unwilling  to  call  to  mind  our  firft 
campaigns  in  Germany,  our  fttuation  and 
treaty  of  Clofter-Seven,  the  fate  of  Mi¬ 
norca  or  the  hiftories  of  Bradock  and  A- 
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bercrombic.  But  who  were  at  that  time 
the  fir#  to  item  the  tide  of  our  ill-fortune? 
Was  not  it  an  American  militia,  who 
commanded  by  Sir  William  Johnfon  a 
gentleman  at  that  time  of  the  country, 
met,  fought  and  beat  the  French  and  In¬ 
dians  under  Monfieur  Diefkau  and  made 
prifoner  their  commander?  But  what; 
wonders  were  afterwards  done  by  our 
people  properly  conducted  and  directed  ? 
It  is  very  ti*ue,  and  I  am  fure,  that  I  have 
no  inclination  to  depreciate  them.  But 
neither  did  thofe  of  America  want  their 
fhare  therein.  However  the  courage  of 
our  countrymen  was  never  yet  queftioned; 
but  may  they  always  unite  and  employ  it 
again#  our  common  enemies  and  never 
be  encamped  or  embattled  again#  one 
another  either  in  America  or  any  where 
clfe. 


But  we  are  mafters  at  fea  and  where- 
cver  our  flaps  can  come.  We  may  do. 

what- 


— — — — — 


-r.*  -;  '  ■  * 


.r; ,  v-;.r 

'•■■''.■  v- -v  '  '  ; 


-  -  V,.  ■*... 


[  «3  ) 

whatever  a  fleet  can.  Very  true  :  but  it 
cannot  fail  all  over  North- America.  It 
is  faid,  that  Marfhal  Saxe  had  before  the 
declaration  of  the  laid  war  but  one  and  at 
the  time  of  our  army  being  in  Germany 
conceived  a  defign  to  have  landed  on  our 
coaft  with  ten  thoufand  men  and  to  have 
tried  the  fortune  of  a  brifk  march  to 
London.  He  did  not  find  this  fo  eafy  to 

execute,  as  he  thought  for.  He  was  moft: 
happily  difappointed.  But  there  was  an 
objeft.  No  one  can  tell  the  confequence5 
had  he  fucceeded.  The  prefent  is  a  very 
different  matter.  No  immediate  impref- 
fion  upon  the  town  of  Bofton  nor  poflef- 
fion  taken  of  it  by  means  of  a  fleet  nor 
the  fame  circumflance  with  regard  to  any 
other  towns  of  America  liable  thereto  by 
their  fituation  will  carry  the  command  of 
that  whole  continent  or  force  it  to  fub- 
mit  to  meafures  fo  univerfally  againfl:  their 
bent  and  inclination. 
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It  may  however  be  faid,  that  this  is 
not  the  plan.  The  charter  of  the  town 
of  Bofton  is  to  be  changed  and  their  trade 
fufpended  and  other  meafures  of  the  very 
ftronged  fort  to  be  enforced  againft  them; 
The  moving  mountain  is  -according  to 
the  imagination  of  Dr.  Swift  to  hang 
over  them  and  the  fun  not  to  fhine  or  the 
rain  or  the  dew  to  fail  on  them,  until 
they  are  brought  to  fubmiffion  and  made 
to  the  reft  of  America  an  example  of  the 
danger  of  refraftorinefs  and  difobedience 
to  the  mother  country ;  all  which  we 

think  may  and  will  with  time  be  conir 
pahed  and  accomplifhed. 


This  is  indeed  as  to  the  queftion  of 
force  the  true  point  of  the  matter  j  I 
mean,  which  will  at  laft  and  at  the  end 
of  a  long  trial  get  the  better ;  but  I  add, 
that  this  will  probably  not  be  Great- 
Britain.  Hei-e  I  muft  again  crave  leave 
to  write  with  freedom.  If  it  is  the  firft 

wifdom. 
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wifdom  of  a  private  man  to  know  him- 
felf ;  fo  muft  it  likewife  be  that  of  a  State 
to  confider  in  all  its  meafures  its  own  con¬ 
dition  and  fituation.  The  ftarching  into 

our  circumftances  nek  her  makes  or  mars 
them.  But  what  muft  be  our  cafe,  fhould 
we  have  any  wound  or  mifchief  and  that 
it  might  not  be  probed  or  examined  ?  We 

muft  ever  fuppofe  our  adverfaries  to  be 

■  < 

informed  and  not  by  {hutting  our  own 
eyes  pretend  to  blind  other  people.  I 
fhall  therefore  without  fcruple  enquire 
into  the  ftate  of  the  public,  as  far  as  it 
concerns  my  fubjeCt, 

The  condition  of  the  great  ftaple  ma¬ 
nufactures  of  our  country  is  well  known. 
Thofe  of  the  linen  and  the  fiik  are  in  the 
greateft  diftrefs  and  the  woollen  and  the 
linen  are  now  publickly  banded  and  con¬ 
tending  againft  one  another.  One  part 
of  our  people  is  ftarving  at  home  on  the 

alms  of  their  parifhes  and  another  run- 
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ning  abroad  to  this  very  country,  that  we 
are  contending  with.  The  produce  of 
North- America  ufed  to  be  feat  yearly  to 
Britain  is  reckoned  at  about  four  mil¬ 
lions  fterling  the  manufactures  of  Bri¬ 
tain  and  other  commodities  returned  from 
hence  at  nearly  the  fame  fum  ;  the  debts 
due  from  people  in  America  to  the  Britifh 
merchants  here  at  about  fix  millions  or  a 
year  and  a  half  of  that  commerce.  I  fay, 
the  time  pad:  rauft  be  our  guide  with  re- 
fped  to  that  to  come.  Suppofing  there¬ 
fore  the  Americans  to  a£t  in  this  cafe,  as 
they  did  in  that  of  the  Stamp  A  £t ;  we 
fnall  then  have  yearly  until  the  final  fet- 
tlement  of  this  affair  manufactures  to  the 
value  of  four  millions  fterling  left  and 
heaped  on  the  hands  of  our  merchants 
and  m after  -  manufacturers  or  we  fhall 
have  workmen  and  poor  people  put  out 
of  employ  and  turned  adrift  in  that  pro¬ 
portion.  There  will  likewife  be  with¬ 
drawn  from  our  home  confumption  and 

out 
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out  of  our  general  trade  and  traffickJNorth 
American  commodities  to  the  fame  value, 
and  debts  will  to  the  immenfe  fum  above 
mentioned  be  with-held  from  private  people 
here.  This  was  the  train  of  things  begun 
before  and  we  mult  look  for  the  like 
again.  What  effects  thefe  things  will  pro¬ 
duce  confidering  the  prefent  ftate  of  our 
trade,  manufactures  and  manufacturers, 

the  condition  of  our  poor  at  home  and 
the  numbers  of  our  people  running  abroad, 

it  don’t  want  many  words  to  explain  and 
fet  forth.  They  were  before  very  feverely 
felt  for  the  time,  that  they  lafted  and  it 
is  apprehended,  that  the  prefent  fituation 
of  the  Public  is  yet  more  liable  to  the  im- 
preffion.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  difficul¬ 
ties  and  diftreffes  which  we  are  for  the 
fake  of  a  trial  of  Ikill  with  our  colonies 
going  to  bring  on  ourfelves  and  which 
muff  be  perpetually  magnifying  and  in- 
creafing,  as  long  as  the  unnatural  conteft 
{hall  continue. 

K  2 
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To  thefe  a  former  adminiftration  gave 
way ;  but  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
prefent  has  by  returning  to  the  (hock  re- 
folved  to  be  more  callous  on  the  occafion 

*  i 1  * 

and  to  leave  the  Americans,  the  merchants 
and  the  manufacturers  to  fettle  among 
themfelves  their  matters,  as  they  may. 
Our  people  will  indeed  be  lefs  clamorous 
about  the  ears  of  their  betters  if  they  lhall 
all  run  and  emigrate  out  of  the  kingdom. 
But  there  is  a  circumftance  not  yet  men¬ 
tioned,  which  will  bid  fair  to  go  further 
and  which  may  but  too  probably  involve 
in  one  common  confufion  the  nation,  the 
government  and  the  adminiftration  itfelf. 

I  mean  the  danger  of  a  diforder  or  failure 
of  the  public  revenue,  the  difficulty  or 
impoflibility  to  pay  the  intereft  of  the 
debt,  the  navy,  the  army,  the  civil  lift 
and  our  other  expences ;  if  the  prefent 
contention  lhall  proceed  and  continue. 


I  defirc 
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I  defire  in  explanation  of  this  to  con- 
fider  our  prefent  income,  our  out-goings 
and  our  refources.  I  will  not  enter  into 
any  detail  thereon  ;  the  particulars  in 
grofs  will  be  fufficient  for  the  purpofe 
before  us.  I  will  however  in  order  to  be 
the  better  underftood  premile  forr  . thing 
about  the  revenue  in  general.  It  may  be 
divided  into  two  parts,  the  one  of  taxes 
laid  in  perpetuity,  the  other  of  fuch  as 
are  granted  by  tne  year  and  for  the  year. 
The  firlt  part  confifts  of  all  our  taxes  in 
general  whatfoever,  except  the  Land-tax 
and  the  annual  Malt-tax  ;  the  latter  con- 
iiffcs  of  thefe  two  only.  Perpetual  taxes 
are  now  in  the  language  of  Europe  often 
exprefledby  the  name  of  funds,  as  afford¬ 
ing  a  fixed  and  fettled  foundation  for  any 
fpecial  ufe  and  particularly  for  that  of 
borrowing  money.  It  was  to  anfwer  the 
intereft  of  our  debts,  that  our  own  funds 
were  eftablifhed  and  they  are  now  pledged 
for  that  purpofe.  Thefe'  of  ours  have 

been 
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been  chiefly  thrown  into  three  great  com¬ 
mon  ones  called  the  General,  the  Aggre¬ 
gate  and  the  South  Sea  Funds.  Thefe 
are  fometimes  with  all  other  funds  dr 
perpetual  taxes  whatfoever  deftined  and 
fettled  for  the  difeharge  of  the  intereft  of 
our  debt  comprehended  and  united  toge¬ 
ther  in  difeourfe  and  called  the  Sinking 
Fund ;  although  there  is  in  reality 
no  one  particular  Fund  of  that  name, 
any  more  than  there  is  fuch  a  piece  of 
money  as  a  pound  fterling  or  a  French 
livre.  The  Civil  Lift  is  placed  on  the  fame 
Funds,  as  the  intereft  of  the  Public  Deot. 
What  remains  annually  of  the  whole  col¬ 
lection  of  thofe  Funds  after  the  fatisfying 
thefe  two  incumbrances  is,  what  is  meant 
by  thefurplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  have 
thought  proper  to  preface  thefe  few  things, 
that  my  own  language  may  at  leaft  be  un¬ 
derflood,  in  what  little  I  fhall  fay  on  the 
fubjeCt. 
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The  intereft  of  our  debt  amounts  to 
near  upon  five  millions  a  year ;  all  annui¬ 
ties  for  lives  or  years,  every  thing  re¬ 
deemable  or  irredeemable  included.  The 
Civil  Lift  is  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  a  year.  The  furplus  of  the  Sink¬ 
ing  Fund  is  changing  and  uncertain,  that 
being  compofed  of  very  many  variable 
parts.  It  is  impofiible  to  fix  it,  but  I 
will  at  an  average  for  the  fake  of  round 
numbers  fuppofe  it  to  be  two  millions 
and  more,  about  as  much  more  as  will 
anfwer  to  what  the  intereft  of  the  debt 
may  want  of  five  millions.  We  fhall  then 
have  about  feven  millions  three  quarters 
for  the  produce  of  our  perpetual  Taxes 

and  Funds.  Our  annual  taxes  remain 
then  only  to  be  confidered,  which  are 
eafily  reckoned ;  the  Land-tax  granted 
for  a  million  and  an  half  at  three  drillings 
in  the  pound,  as  it  no  w  is  j  the  Malt-tax 
always  granted  at  three  quarters  of  a  mil¬ 
lion.  Thefe  firms  put  together  give  us 

about 
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about  ten  millions  of  pounds  fterling, 
being  our  prefent  annual  national  income 
and  likewife  our  prefent  annual  national 
expence ;  including  what  may  at  times 
be  paid  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  Public 

Debt  and  befides  the  collection,  which  is 
not  to  my  prefent  purpofe.  Should  any 
one  be  of  opinion,  that  the  furplus  of  the 
Sinking  F  und  is  either  over  charged  or 
undercharged,  he  has  my  confent  to  make 
fuch  addition  to  it  or  fubtraclion  from 
it,  as  he  fhall  pleafe.  Neither  the  one 
or  the  other  will  affeft  the  argument 
which  I  am  upon.  Our  receipts  and 
difburfments  will  in  either  cafe  go  hand 
in  hand.  I  fhall  therefore  without  any 
more  nice  difquifition  take  thefe  at  the 
medium  of  about  ten  millions  fterling 
each. 

•  -  X  .  ■  1  V  ) 

So  much  for  our  income  and  our  ex- 
pences.  Let  us  next  confider  our  re- 
fources  i  I  mean  what  refources  we  may 

J 

be 
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foe  fuppofed  to  have  in  our  power  without 
Creating  any  new  debt.  The  full  to 
occur  will  be  the  furplus  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.  We  apply  of  courfe  to  this  on 
ahnoft  all  occafions.  We  are  by  law 
obliged  to  difcharge  regularly  the  intereft 
of  our  debt ;  but  whatever  we  may  be  in 
prudence  and  a  proper  care  of  ourfelves 
and  of  thofe  after  us,  we  are  by  no  con¬ 
trail  or  engagement  bound  to  do  more  or 
to  pay  off  any  part  of  the  principal  of  it. 
This  furplus  is  therefore  one  refource;  but 
itis  fuch  no  otherwife  or  further,  than  it 
can  be  fpared  from  our  current  expence's, • 
towards  which  it  is  commonly  in  whole 
or  in  part  taken.  We  can  for  our  pre- 
fent  purpofe  reckon  only  on  fo  much  of  it, 
as  might  otherwife  be  employed  towards 
lelfening  the  capital  of  our  debt.  We 
have  now  had  twelve  years  of  peace,  in 
which  time  I  reckon,  that  we  have  dif- 
charged  about  eight  millions  of  that  ca¬ 
pital,  This  will  therefore  at  an  average 

T-  give 
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give  us  by  the  year  two-thirds  of  a  million 
or  fomething  more  than  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds.  This  is  what  we  may 
look  to  far  one  of  our  refources.  But 
we  have  likewife  another,  which  is  the 
Land-tax.  That  is  now  at  three  {hillings 
in  the  pound,  but  it  is  fometimes  at  four. 
We  may  therefore  count  in  cafe  of  exi¬ 
gency  on  one  {hilling  more,  that  is  on 
half  a  million.  Thefe  two  fums  amount 
together  to  about  one  million  one  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds.  Thefe  are  our 
refources  and  without  borrowing  thefe  are 
all  * 

Let  us  next  turn  in  our  thoughts,  whe- 

* 

tlier  thefe  eleven  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
a  year,  being  a  little  more  than  a  tenth 
part  of  our  prefent  income,  are  likely  to 
be  fufficient  for  this  American  occafion* 
Fleets  and  armies,  fhips  of  war  and  regi¬ 
ments  are  the  means,  the  Tip-flavcs  and 

the  Conftables,  which  are  to  execute  the 

meafures 
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meafures  in  queftion.  A  million  goes  but 
a  very  little  way  with  us  in  fuch  articles. 
This  bufinefs  muft  in  it  include  a  fuppo- 
fition,  that  all  our  colonies,  all  our  an¬ 
cient  colonies  on  that  continent  may  in 
the  progrefs  of  it  be  combined  and  united 
in  one  common  affociation,  intereft  and 
defence.  There  can  be  no  reafonable 
hopes  of  fuccefs,  nothing  but  mortifica¬ 
tion  and  difappointment  direftly  in  view 
by  proceeding  on  any  plan,  which  does 
not  comprehend  the  probability  of  that 
circumftance.  What  a  field  is  then  here 
opened  ?  Is  our  million  or  eleven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  furnifh  us  there  like*- 
wife  ?  However  thefe  things  concern  only 
ourexpences.  Let  us  confiderthe  other 
fide  of  our  fituation ;  how  much  our  in* 
"come  is  at  the  fame  time  likely  to  be  lef- 
fened.  Four  millions  fterling  yearly  of  the 
produce  of  America;  as  many  of  the 
merchandize  of  Great-Britain ;  more  of 
debts  here  at -home  withheld  and  kept  back 

L  2  from 
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from  our  duties,  our  cuftoms  and  our  ex* 
ciie.  What  an  operation  on  the  revenue  J 
Is  our  million  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  fupply  all  this  befides  ?  How  is 
it  poffible  either  on  the  one  hand,  that  a 
perfon  having  thefe  circumftances  before 
his  eyes  fhould  fet  on  foot  the  prefent 

mealures  againft  our  colonies  or  on  the 

>■  • .  *  •  /  *  *  \ 

father,  that  any  one  having  capacity  and 
underft  nding  to  be  at  the  head  of  the 
government  and  admin iff ration  of  a  great 
kingdom  fhould  fo  overlook  them  ?  This 
feems  to  be  like  not  difeerning  the  fun  at 

noon-day  or  the  moon  and  the  ftars  by 
flight. 

There  is  from  the  general  condition  of 
our  country,  but  too  much  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend,  that  the  public  revenue  is  with¬ 
out  thefe  additional  caufes  finking  and 
decreafing.  This  could  not  but  add 

greatly  to  our  difficulties  in  the  fituation 

1  '  ~  *  * 

before  deferibed.  However  it  is  to  be 
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hoped,  that  this  is  only  furmife  and  opi¬ 
nion.  I  fhall  not  take  it  into  the  prefent 
account ;  but  moft  afiuredly  any  one  at 
the  head  of  our  affairs  ought  not  to  for¬ 
get  it  in  his,  if  it  is  true. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  that  we  will  in  the 
fuppofed  exigency  borrow  as  our  prede- 
ceffors  have  done  before  us.  I  anfwer, 
that  this  may  very  probably  be  then  out 
of  our  power.  I  will  not  go  upon  a  ge¬ 
neral  difcuflion,  whether  we  lliould  enter 
into  another  war,  with  the  fame  credit 
we  have  hitherto  had  ;  although  we  may 
have  but  too  much  reafon  to  reflect  on 
that  fubject.  But  the  confideration  pro¬ 
perly  before  us  is,  what  would  be  the 
ftate  of  our  credit  under  a  revolt  and  re¬ 
paration  of  our  fettlements  in  America, 
that  great  and  elfential  fource  of  our 
riches  and  revenue  ?  Loans  and  money 
advanced  to  us  have  as  yet  been  reckoned 
equally  jfecure,  there  has  been  no  doubt 
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made  of  the  regular  payment  of  the  inte~ 
reft  nor  in  confequence  of  a  public  mar¬ 
ket  for  the  principal,  whether  we  fhould 
ourfelves  happen  to  be  more  or  lefs  fuccefs 
ful  on  any  occaficn,  wherein  we  were  at 
the  time  concerned  and  for  which  they  were 
borrowed.  They  were  as  fa fe  under  the 
defeats  and  difappointments  of  the  war 
before,  as  upon  the  vi&ories  and  con- 
quefts  of  the  laft.  But  things  could  not 
in  this  cafe  but  be  much  changed.  The 
fecurity  of  millions  lent  muft  depend 
upon  the  future  chance  and  fortune  of 
war.  It  might  be  made  a  doubt,  what 
fruits  would  for  fome  years  to  come  be 
received  from  provinces  mangled  and  mu¬ 
tilated  in  a  fevere  conteft  decided  to  their 
difadvantage,  fhould  thefe  at  laft  return 
to  us  again ;  but  no  one  could  overlook, 
what  muft  be  the  cafe  fhould  the  event 
terminate  againft  us  and  end  after  an  ex¬ 
pence  of  much  treafure  and  blood  in  fo 
fatal  and  ineftimable  a  lofs  on  our  fide, 

as 
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as  that  of  thefe  colonies  would  be.  How¬ 
ever  no  man  knows,  whether  this  affair 
might  run  into  a  very  long  trial.  A  ge¬ 
neral  breach  and  defeflion  of  thefe  colo¬ 
nies  would  cut  the  finews  of  our  power. 
We  could  not  moft  probably  in  fuch  a 
fituation  long  continue  to  provide  and 
pay  the  intereft  of  bur  moft  enormous 
debt  already  incurred  and  fubfifting.  It 
need  not  be  repeated,  that  it  is  the  affift- 
ance  received  from  their  commerce  and 

4 

produce,  which  enables  us  now  to  do  it. 
Deprived  of  that  it  will  be  but  to  little 
purpofe  for  us  to  be  inventing  new  Funds 
at  home.  We  have  enow  of  them  al¬ 
ready.  More  would  only  run  foul  of  one 
another.  We  may  in  that  day  without 
the'operations  of  a  war  in  America,  with¬ 
out  the  fending  or  fupplying  fleets  or  ar¬ 
mies  at  a  diftance,  without  creating  new 
debts,  new  Funds  and  new  taxes  have  at 
our  own  homes  from  our  actual  fituation 


bufmefs 
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bufinefs  on  our  hands,  but  too  fuffici eni 
to  engage  and  employ  us. 

But  it  may  be  afked,  what  will  be  the 
consequence  Ihouid  we  from  theie  caufes 
become  unable  to  pay  the  intereft  of  our 
prelent  debt.  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that 
there  is  no  man  living  wife  enough  to 
anfwer  that  queftion  in  its  extent.  Ex¬ 
perience  teaches  men  ;  but  there  is  no 
preceding  hiitory  or  tradition  of  any  ftate 
or  nation  whatsoever,  which  can  throw 
fufficient  light  on  that  proportion/  There 
never  was  before  in  the  world  fuch  a  debt 
contra&ed  or  fubfifting,  as  the  Brififfib 
Letters  and  books  are  older  than  money* 
I  mean  than  gold  and  filve'r  commonly 
current  and  having  their  weight  known  by 
a  ftamp.  But  there  is  no  occafion  to  ran- 
fack  ancient  times  on  this  fubjeft.  The 
difeovery  of  Mexico  and  Peru  and  thcr 
poileflion  of  them  by  the  Spaniards  is  the 
asra  from  whence  we  are  to  date  the  be- 

-  -  •  ginning 


'[  8i  ] 

ginning  of  the  prefent  plenty  in  Europe 
of  thefe  two  precious  metals,  which  com¬ 
mand  often  individuals  and  fometimes 
commonwealths  and  kingdoms.  The  art 
of  Funding  was  formerly  very  confined. 
It  is  a  fucceffion  of  Englifh  adminiftra- 
tions,  which  has  carried  it  to  an  extent 
never  before  known  among  men.  It  is 
a  new  experiment  in  a  flate.  There  is 
no  example  of  it  in  the  annals  of  man¬ 
kind.  We  are  at  a  lofs  where  to  look 
for  the  confequences  of  fuch  an  unpre¬ 
cedented  and  unheard  of  deficiency  or 
bankruptcy,  as  this  would  prove.  How¬ 
ever  we  cannot  but  have  before  our  eyes 
diforder,  anarchy  and  confufion ;  the  mo¬ 
nied  intereft  of  the  nation  banded  againft 
the  landed  and  the  landed  aaainft  the 

o 

monied ;  rich  monied  men  brought  to 
beggary  and  the  land  drained  of  the  ut- 
moft  farthing  which  can  be  forced  from 
it ;  every  one  catching,  rending  and  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  prefent  moment;  ourma- 

M  nufadlures 
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nufadlnres  and  commerce  at  a  ftand ;  the 
middling  people  emigrating  out  of  our 
country  and  the  poor  in  famine  or  in  fe- 
dition  ;  foreigners  prefling  for  their  de¬ 
mands  and  the  Dutch  particularly  in  rage 
and  almoft  in  madnefs  for  their  countlefs 
millions  trufted  and  hazarded  in  our 
country ;  perhaps  at  the  fame  time  our 
navy  unmanned  and  our  army  in  mutiny 
for  want  of  pay.  Who  can  withal  tell 
the  end  3  for  the  debt,  the  burthen  and 
the  demand  will  ever  remain  ?  There 
was  a  time,  when  the  Romans  had  for¬ 
merly  withdrawn  themfelves  from  this 
ifland,  that  the  pofleflions  became  here 
through  the  weaknefs  and  helpleflnefs  of 
thofe  remaining  the  prize  and  the  prey  of 
all  plunderers,  pirates-,  robbers  and  con¬ 
querors  who  came  and  leized  upon  them  ; 
until  that  thefe  people  themfelves,  the 
Danes,  the  Saxons  and  the  Normans  re- 
pleniihed  and  flrengthened  again  the  coun¬ 
try.  Whether  the  like  fcenes  will  on  the 

fame 


fame  fpot  be  once  more  a£ted  or  what  iilue 
awaits  us,  he  only  knows  in  whole  hands 
thefe  events  are.  But  we  muft  neceflarily 
expeft  that  the  diftant  or  detached  parts 
of  our  empire,  will  fall  from  us ;  the 
ftronger  and  the  bigger  will  probably  pro¬ 
vide  for  and  govern  themfelves,  the  weaker 
and  the  leffer  fink  away  or  fcek  another 
mafter.  I  don’t  at  all  mean  that  they  have 
any  inclination  fo  to  do,  where  we  give 
no  caufe  or  provocation ;  but  the  reins 
of  government  will  in  fuch  a  conjuncture 
of  courfe  and  of  themfelves  drop  out  of 
our  hands 5  we  fhall  no  longer  be  able  to 
hold  them.  No  man  can  tell,  whether 
Great-Britain  itfelf  might  at  that  time 


continue  in  one  or  whether  it  may  again 
be  fplit  and  divided  into  two.  There 
have  not  been  wanting  endeavours  to¬ 
wards  that  end.  I  don't  now  pretend  to 
decide  at  whofe  door  this  principally  lies. 
It  is  not  perhaps  one  man  or  one  party 
only,  that  is  in  favdt.  There  have  been 
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on  one  hand  mod:  unjuft  and  cruel  perfe¬ 
ctions.  High  and  itrong  refentments  of 
tliele  are  no  otherwife  than  natural  and 
warrantable.  But  they  have  in  one  re- 
fpedt  been  carried  to  an  unreafonable  ex¬ 
tent.  Reflections  have  been  made  and 
continued,  where  they  are  totally  un¬ 
grounded  and  unmerited.  They  have  hi¬ 
therto  been  born  with  a  national  good 
feme,  that  brings  more  honour  to  the 
parties,  than  all  the  ribaldry  in  the  world 
can  ever  do  them  difcredit.  But  who 
knows,  how  their  efredts  may  be  felt  in 
fach  a  time,  as  is  before  defcribed  ?  What 
a  fituation !  Britain  or  England  left  alone 
with  a  debt  of  a  hundred  and  forty  mil¬ 
lions  ficrling  on  its  head !  How  can  any 
one  have  before  his  eyes  fuch  an  event 
yet  run  on  the  road,  which  leads  di¬ 
rectly  towards  it  ?  We  need  not  perhaps 
be  nice  in  meafuring  our  force  with  that 
of  the  Americans ;  the  evil  of  fuch  a  day 
will  but  too  fufficiently  decide  the  conteft. 

But 


But  all  is  not  yet  fald  which  this  fubjedt 
demands.  I  have  hitherto  only  confidered 
us  and  our  colonies  as  engaged  between 
ourfelves,  not  a  word  has  been  faid  of 
any  foreign  ftate  medling  in  the  matter. 
That  is  yet  behind.  We  mu  ft  look  upon 
our  colonies  in  the  light  of  the  provinces 
of  Holland  when  they  contended  with 
Spain.  The  wifh,  the  hand  of  every  man 
will  be  againft  us.  I  will  not  enter  into 
a  general  difeourfe  of  politics,  how  far  it 
may  be  for  the  common  good  of  mankind 
to  fplit  great  ftates  into  fmall  ones,  to 
divide  them  into  a  fize  fit  to  profit  and 
benefit  others,  but  not  to  overbear  or 
diftrefs  them.  Let  us  confider  the  fubjedt 
by  examples  familiar  to  us.  Mexico  and 
Peru  are  more  diftant  from  Great  Britain, 
than  our  colonies  of  North  America,  from 
Spain  or  France ;  but  were  thofe  in  a 
ftate  of  defection  and  feparation  from  the 
Spaniards,  I  wonder,  whether  we  fhould 
find  a  way  to  approach  them  or  to  avail 

onrfelves 
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ourfelves  in  any  manner  of  that  circum- 
ftance.  France  was  pretty  well  plumed 
in  the  laft  war ;  but  neverthelefs  were  the 
reviving  or  beginning  fettlements  of  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  of  Mauritius  and  Madagafcar 
disjoined  from  it  or  its  own  continent 
broken  once  more  into  feveral  different 
parts  and  feparate  governments,  would 
our  endeavours  contribute  to  unite  them  ? 
Should  Batavia,  the  Spice  Iflands  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  revolt  from  the 

i 

United  Provinces,  would  not  Englishmen 

try  to  profit  by  the  conjuncture  ?  I  will 
not  touch  on  the  Brazils,  that  may  be  a 
tender  point.  But  would  none  of  all 
mankind,  neither  French  or  Spaniards 
or  Dutch  or  Portuguefe  or  Danes  or 
Swedes,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  Ruffians 
or  of  the  new  maritime  State  of  Pruffia 
would  none  of  them  all  give  directly 
or  indireCtly  aid,  affiftance,  encourage¬ 
ment,  countenance  or  protection  to  our 
colonies  ?  Would  they  not  trade  or  traf¬ 
fic!^ 
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fick  with  them,  would  they  fupply  them 
with  nothing  wherewith  to  defend  them- 
felves  or  offend  us  ?  Is  it  very  practicable 
to  watch  and  guard  fuch  immenfe  coafts 
or  do  we  with  all  the  navy  of  England  in 
our  ports  find  this  fo  eafy,  with  refpeft 
to  thofe  only  of  Kent  and  Sufi'ex  at  home  ? 
Did  neither  England  or  France  fupport 
formerly  the  feven  United  Provinces  in 
their  breach  with  Spain  ?  Have  the  French 
at  this  time  afforded  no  efi'ential  affiftance 
to  the  Turks  nor  another  nation  to  the 
Ruffians,  while  each  continues  at  peace 
with  the  enemies  of  their  refpedtive 
friends  ?  Are  the  independence  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  colonies  in  North- America  and  their 
disjunction  from  Great-Britain  no  objedt 
to  other  nations ;  are  not  they  in  parti¬ 
cular  as  much  fo  to  F ranee  as  this  T urkifh 
and  Ruffian  fepaabbie  ?  W as  that  nation 
formerly  ever  wanting  to  Scotland  or  in¬ 
fer?  fible  of  its  filtered:  in  affifting  that 
divifion  ?  I  don’t  at  all  mean  hereby  to 

fignify. 
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fignify  any  attempts  or  endeavours  of 
other  Governments  to  take  poffeffion  of 
thefe  colonies  or  any  inability  in  them  to 
defend  themfelves  from  that  circumftance ; 
but  I  mean  the  general  defire  and  incli¬ 
nation,  which  there  would  afluredly  be  in 
<dl  £ m  ope  to  lee  tnem  disjoined  from  our 
nation  and  to  oecome  ablolute,  diHindt, 
unconnected,  independent  Hates  and  go¬ 
vernments  in  larger  or  in  fmailer  portions 
and  more  or  lefs  like  the  prefent  Hates  of 
Holland,  as  it  fhould  happen.  Were 
tnere  in  fight  fuch  a  condition  with  re- 
Hpeet  to  Mexico  and  Peru  or  the  Dutch 
fettlements  in  the  Eafl-Indies  would  not 
the  Englifh  without  infiHing  on  becoming 
themfelves  mailers  thereof  be  moH  abun¬ 
dantly  contented  with  their  general  ad¬ 
vantage  refulting  therefrom?  It  cannot 
be  doubted,  but  that  there  will  be  found 
a  conduct  and  actions  confequent  and 
correfpondent  to  fuch  univerfal  and 


almoH 


almoft  unanimous  views  and  wifhes  of 
mankind. 

% 
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This  is  all  faid  on  a  fuppofition  of 
peace.  But  what  if  one  or  more  of  the 
greated  powers  in  Europe  Ihould  in  a 
mod  critical  and  difficult  moment  declare 
war  againd  us  ?  Have  France  and  Spain, 
forgot  the  lofs  of  Canada  and  Georgia  and 
the  many  defeats  and  difgraces  received  in 
the  lad  conted  with  us  ?  Have  they  for 
their  honour  or  intered  no  defire  of  re¬ 
venge  nor  that  thofe  provinces  fliould  again 
return  to  their  own  crowns  ?  On  whom, 
does  it  depend  whether  it  fhall  in  the  caie 
fuppofed  he  war  or  peace  ?  Is  this  to  be 
determined  at  London,  or  at  Madrid  or 
Verfailles?  Is  it  in  the  power  and  in  the 
bread  of  ourfelves  or  of  thofe,  who  are 
mod  our  rivals  and  whofe  enmity  may 
be  faid  to  be  hardly  yet  cooled?  Are  four 
years  pad  fince  we  had  two  alarms  ?  Is 
one  year  gone  fince  we  had  one  ?  Should 

N  there 
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there  now  be  happily  at  the  head  of  one 
or  other  government  a  Perfonage  inclined 
to  peace ;  yet  how  uncertain  are  the  days 
of  every  mortal  and  how  are  Princes,  Mi- 
nifters  or  States  tempted  into  adfcion  by 
circumftances,  opportunities  and  advan¬ 
tages  ?  Let  us  well  weigh  what  it  is 
for  a  private  man,  but  much  more  for  a 
great  nation  to  part  with  the  means  of 
their  profperity  out  of  their  own  hands 

and  to  place  it  in  the  power  and  determina¬ 
tion  of  thofe,  of  whom  they  have  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  long  and  ancient  rivalfhip  and 

the  continuance  of  many  bloody  wars  the 
utmoft  reafon  to  be  fufpicious  and  jealous. 

We  cannot  too  much  confider  or  re¬ 
flect  upon  what  happened  between  Spain 
and  the  Dutch  Provinces  at  their  breach 
and  reparation.  The  Spanifh  Govern¬ 
ment  confifted  at  that  time,  of  Spain,  of 
Portugal,  of  Mexico  and  Peru  and  other 
provinces  of  America,  of  the  Spanifh  and 

Portu- 
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Portuguefe  being  all  the  European  fettle- 
ments  at  that  time  in  the  Eaft-Indies  and 
-of  Flanders  making  feventeen  provinces 
whereof  thofe  now  united  and  then  re¬ 
volted  were  only  feven.  How  unequal  a 
match !  But  yet  the  battle  was  not  to  the 
ftrong.  The  ftory  and  event  of  their  war 
are  well  known.  I  am  not  about  to  re¬ 
peat  them.  How  little  did  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  the  Spaniards  or  Portuguefe  or  even 
the  Dutch  themfelves  dream  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  would  before  long  ftrip  and  divert  the 
former  of  the  chief  of  thefe  their  fettle- 


ments  in  the  Eaft-Indies  and  make  them 
their  own,  They  were  neverthelefs  dif¬ 
ferent  nations,  fpoke  different  languages, 
had  different  cuftoms  and  religions  incon- 
fiftent  together  and  were  themfelves  be¬ 
fore  the  end  extremely  odious  to  one  an¬ 
other.  The  Dutch  obtain  d  nothing  ex¬ 
cept  by  force,  victory  and  conqueft.  But 
ftirely  we  are  well  aware,  how  different 
things  may  in  thefe  refpects  be  between. 
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us  and  the  Americans  and  how  much 

t  ’  i  '•  ... 

to  the  advantage  of  the  latter.  Wc 
are  one  nation,  with  the  fame  language, 
the  fame  manners  and  the  fame  reli¬ 
gion.  Their  Seamen,  their  Soldieis, 
their  People  are  ours  and  ours  theirs. 
How  eaiy  will  be  the  tranfition  or  the 
change  of  dependence,  protection  or 
government  between  one  and -the  othei. 
Our  people  do  already  and  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  feek  with  them  fhelter  and  refuge 
from  their  domeftic  poverty  and  mifery. 
Should  ever  thefe  our  provinces  in  the  e- 
vents  of  chance  and  time  come  to  look  us 
in  the  face  with  any  near  equality,  would 
it  then  be  a  very  ftrange  thing,  if  they 
fhould  caufe  a  general  revolt  of  all  or  of 
almoft  all  the  feamen  of  the  Bntifh  Em¬ 
pire  ?  Thefe  might  not  look  upon  them- 
felves  as  engaging  or  acting  againft  their 
country,  but  as  chufmg  between  two  parts 
of  it.  They  will  at  their  pleafure  diftn- 
butethe  titles  of  unreafonable  and  un juft, 
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,of  injured  and  oppreffed.  The  bed:  terms 
and  the  beft  treatment  will  not  fail  to 
carry  the  greater  numbers.  There  is  per¬ 
haps  on  the  one  fide  towards  this  brave 
and  deferving  body  of  men  a  mod  cruel, 
unjuft  and  impolitic  practice  which  has 
long  cried  for  vengeance  and  which  can¬ 
not  fail  to  be  one  day  heard  and  at  that 
moment  perhaps  as  likely  as  at  any  other. 
It  is  in  every  one’s  difeourfe,  that  fome- 
thing  of  the  fame  kind  may  happen  with 
refpect  to  our  common  foldiery ;  I  will 
not  therefore  dwell  on  that  point.  But 
what  part  might  our  Iflands  in  the  Weft 
Indies  take  at  fuch  a  conjuncture  ?  To 
whom  are  they  the  neareft  or  on  whom 
do  they  mod  depend  for  their  lumber  and 
other  neceffary  circumftances  of  their 
trade  ?  Would  there  be  in  the  Eaft  Indies 

the  fame  neceffity  of  conqueft  as  the 
Dutch  found  ?  Might  more  equal  condi¬ 
tions  or  independence  itfelf  be  no  tempta¬ 
tion  to  one  or  the  other  or  might  it  in 

that 
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that  day  be  thought  a  great  fin  to  change 
the  words  Old  England  for  New  ?  There 
is  one  point  fo  important,  fo  critical,  that 
I  hardly  know  either  how  to  mention  or 
how  to  be  filent  in  it.  Suppofe  that  Ire¬ 
land  itfelf,  I  mean  the  proteftant,  opu¬ 
lent  and  ruling  part  of  Ireland  fhouldgrow 
jealous ;  Ihould  begin  to  make  compan¬ 
ions  between  the  Hate,  fituation  and  rela- 
lion  of  the  Americans  towards  us  and  their 
own but  I  will  pafs  by  this  fubjeft. 
However  I  know  fo  well  the  opennefs,  the 
franknefs  and  generofity  of  that  nation, 
as  to  be  fully  affured,  that  there  are  at 
leaft  npne  of  that  country  who  advife  or 
urge  at  this  time  t^e  prefent  meafures 
with  any  diftant  or  double  view  to  for¬ 
ward  and  haften  the  independence  of  Ire¬ 
land  and  that  not  at  its  own,  but  at  the 
coil:  and  hazard  of  America.  The  human 
heart  can  hardly  be  conceived  to  conceal 
fiich  myfleries.  But  were  it  otherwile, 
our  adminiftration  would  no  doubt  be 

fenfiblc 
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fenfible  of  it  and  inftead  of  being  impofed 
upon  be  the  more  upon  their  guard. 

Unhappy  are  the  people,  which  purfue 
thofe  fteps  that  their  friends  moft  fear 
and  their  enemies  moft  wifh.  Were  the 
cabinets  of  Verfailies  and  Madrid  or  any 
other  the  moft  jealous  of  the  power  and 
profperity  of  Great-Britain  united  in 
Council  and  that  they  had  it  in  their  op¬ 
tion  to  drive  and  puflh  us  for  their  own 
advantage  upon  fome  ruinous  and  de- 
ftruftive  meafure,  what  would  they  chufe 
before  this  very  one  which  we  are  now  of 
ourfelves  fo  fatally  and  fo  madly  running 
upon  ? 

It  is  fometimes  faid,  that  Providence 
blinds  the  uilderftanding  of  thofe,  whom 
it  deftines  to  deftruction.  When  things 
are  ripe  for  that  end,  men  often  provoke 
and  haften  their  own  fate.  But  God 
forbid  *  that  any  one  being  at  the  helm  of 

this 


this  State  fhould  ever  not  fully  and  re¬ 
peatedly  confider  or  that  he  fhould  from 
any  unhappy  impulfe  fcruple  or  hefitate 
to  flay  and  to  flop  fuch  meafures,  as  may 
in  their  confequences  make  his  mailer  to' 
lit  uneafy  on  his  throne  nor  fuffer  him 
himfelf  to  lay  down  his  head  upon  his 
pillow  without  bearing  on  it  the  curfes  of 
his  country,  but  which  may  throw  all 

_  *  ,  f 

the  parts  of  the  Britifh  empire  into  fuch 
diforcler  and  confufion,  that  neither  he 
nor  any  man  fhall  be  able  to  guide  or 
hold  the  reigns  of  its  government; 

I  cannot  guefs  into  whofe  hands  thefe 
flieets  may  fall  or  how  they  may  be  re¬ 
ceived.  It  is  not  a  Prince  alone  who  may 
in  thefe  abjedl  times  be  furrounded  with 
flattery ;  a  Minifter  may  not  want  his 
fliare  of  it.  It  is  withal  but  a  poor  fa- 
tisfadtion  for  a  private  perfon  to  wifli 
In  the  wafte  and  havock  of  his  country 
that  it  may  be  remembered  y  that  there 
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was  not  wanting  One  who  laid  freely  and 
plainly  before  the  Public  and  thofe  go¬ 
verning  it  the  rifque  and  likelihood  of 
thefe  fatal  events  and  circumftances.  But 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  better  and  more 
fubftantial  effefts  will  follow,  fhould  thefe 
things  be  truth  and  reafon,  which  are 
here  advanced.  It  is  at  the  fame  time  the 
furtheft  from  my  meaning,  that  futurity 
can  be  forefeen  or  that  it  is  permitted  to 
look  into  the  book  of  the  time  to  come. 
There  is  nothing  certain  in  human  affairs. 
But  in  incidents  of  this  prodigious  im¬ 
portance,  in  the  fate  of  ftates  and  of 
kingdoms,  in  dangers  of  this  tranfcen- 
dent  magnitude,  probability  takes  the 
place  of  certainty  and  every  prudent 
ruler  ought  to  fhun  and  avoid  the  one 
with  aim  oft  as  much  caution,  as  he  would 
the  other  nor  can  I  iinifh  this  iubjeiV 
without  once  more  repeating,  that  our 
prefent  debt  puts  us  into  a  fituation,  in 
which  no  nation  ever  was  before. 
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I  know  that  fome  people  a ffeCt  to  mag- 
nify  the  debts  of  France,  but  they  are 
hardly  worth  fpeaking  of  in  comparifon 
of  ours.  I  don’t  believe,  that  they  ex¬ 
ceeded  at  the  utmoft  fifteen  millions  fter- 
ling  when  the  Regent  Duke  of  Orleans 
took  the  method  of  the  Miffifippi  to  can¬ 
cel  and  annihilate  them.  The  wants  of 
Lewis  the  Fourteenth  had  been  great,  but 

his  credit  was  as  fmall.  What  can  the 
prefent  King  have  contracted  fince  to  be 
compared  to  the  debt  of  Great-Britain  ? 
Where  is  the  credit  ?  Does  any  one  believe 
the  Dutch  concerns  of  that  kind  to  be 
equal  in  France  to  what  they  are  in  Eng¬ 
land  or  has  France  itfelf  fupplied  the 
reft  ?  However  I  will  only  obferve  more 
that  the  French  debt  confifts  in  great  mea- 
fure  of  arrears  of  penfions,  places,  pofts 
and  other  grants  which  the  fame  hand 
withholds,  as  conferred ;  but  that  our 
debt  was  all  received  in  millions  fterling. 

As 
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As  to  what  has  been  faid  that  great 
men  moving  in  a  public  fphere  are  above 
the  rules  of  right  and  wrong.  He  mu  it 
be  unworthy  to  hold  the  helm  of  any  go¬ 
vernment,  who  is  fo  ignorant  of  the  fails 
and  incidents  before  his  time  or  fo  blind 
to  thofe  about  him  as  not  to  obferve  and 
perceive  that  good  and  virtuous  actions, 

I  mean,  fuch  as  are  really  lo  without  the 
falfe  colours  of  flattery  and  obfequiouf- 
nefs,  produce  in  general  and  national 
matters  their  proper  and  correfpondent 
effefts.  We  have  not  indeed  before  our 
eyes  in  that  cafe  the  formalities  of  g,  trial 
and  a  fentence,  the  Judge  in  his  robes  or 
the  apparatus  of  an  execution  ♦  but  due 
confequences  do  from  the  general  and 

O 

original  law  given  to  the  world  follow  a 
good  or  evil  conduit  in  public  concerns 
with  much  more  certainty,  juftice  and  im¬ 
partiality,  than  they  do  by  the  means  of 
municipal  laws  in  private.  But  I  defire  to 
explain,  that  it  is  not  the  piety  of  a  bigot 
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on  his  knees  or  the  prayers  even  of  a  de¬ 
vout  Prince  which  will  ftay  or  turn  the 
general  courfe  and  order  of  the  world. 
Had  that  been  the  cafe  our  Henry  the 
Sixth  would  not  have  fallen  in  a  prifon  by 

the  hand  of  an  affaflin  nor  Charles  the 
Firft  differed  on  a  fcaffold  by  the  axe  of 
the  executioner  nor  James  the  Second  have 
led  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  banifh- 
ment.  Thefe  were  all  remarkably  both 
devout  and  unfortunate  Princes.  I  don't 
at  prefent  enter  into  the  confideration  of 
what  reward  perfonal  piety  will  meet  with 

in  another  place;  but  it  is  the  public 
good,  a  love  and  regard  for  that  and  at¬ 
tention  to  it,  a  conftant  refolution  never 
to  take  direCtly  or  indirectly  by  the  means 
either  of  force  or  of  corruption  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  fubjeft  at  will  and  at  plea- 
fure,  but  to  employ  the  prerogatives  and 
the  powers  entrufted  by  the  people  only 
for  their  welfare  and  happinefs ;  which 
are  the  true  trial  and  touchftone  of  the 

con- 
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conduct  of  Princes  and  Minifters,  as  fuch. 

Thefe  naturally  produce  afteftion,  loyalty, 
fidelity,  attachment  and  fupport.  But 
Should  any  man  or  number  of  men  be  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  good  or  condition  of  others, 

trample  on  their  rights,  lay  unjuft  hands 
on  their  properties,  treat  them  rather  like 
the  beafts  of  the  fields  than  as  their  fel¬ 
lows  and  equals,  fliould  they  fupport 
themfelves  herein  with  the  fword  and  a 
Superiority  of  power  ;  the  great  Author  of 
mankind  and  of  their  welfare  and  happi- 
nefs  has  fo  linked  and  chained  together 
caufes  and  effefts,  that  thefe  things  will 
certainly  turn  to  the  detriment  and  dis¬ 
advantage  of  them  and  theirs  who  do 
them ;  fometimes  by  a  filent  and  hardly 
obfervable  courfe  of  things  and  fometimes 
with  long  forbearance  and  at  a  great  dis¬ 
tance  ;  but  fometimes  likewife  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  and  upon  the  occafion,  with  direft 
and  immediate  refiftance  and  a  common 

* 

confufion,  wherein  the  authors  of  the 
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mifchief  are  themfelves  involved  and 
wherein  they  often  fall  a  prey  and  a  fa- 
crifice.  The  ways  of  Providence  and  the 
courfe  of  futurity  are  unfearchable ;  but 
were  any  man  to  prefume  to  divine,  how 
juftice  and  injuftice  and  the  general  mo¬ 
lality  ot  the  univerfe  may  poflibly  in  the 
prefent  cafe  operate,  it  would  perhaps  be ; 
that  Right  will  ftrongly  unite,  cement  and 
combine  by  a  mutual  affociation  and  af- 
flltance  thofe,  who  fliall  act  under  its 
banners,  while  Wrong  fliall  naturally  and 
on  the  contrary  confound  and  weaken 
whh  difunion,  diflention  and  dilturbances 
among  themfeves  thofe,  by  whom  it  fliall 
have  been  unhappily  adopted.  Thefe  areon 
each  fide  the  fuitable  and,  as  it  were,  thene- 
cefl'ary  coniequences  of  their  own  choice ; 
but  there  appear  fome  untoward  and 
threatening  figns,  that  the  Hand  of  Hea¬ 
ven  will  on  the  occafion  be  heavy  and  fe- 
vere,  when  woe  to  the  party,  which  fliall 
abide  it. 


If 
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If  any  thing  can  in  this  cafe  enhance  the 
importance  of  the  great  flake,  which  we 
are  about  to  venture,  it  muft  be  a  com- 
parifon  of  the  very  little  profit,  that  we  are 
going  to  contend  for.  The  Americans 
are  willing  and  eonfenting  to  give  us  all 
they  have,  provided  that  we  will  accept 
it  with  our  right  hand,  but  we  are  ob- 
ftinate  to  rilk  every  thing  both  of  theirs 
and  of  our  own  rather  than  not  to  take  it 
with  our  left.  Our  wdiole  object  is  on 
this  occafion  no  more,  than  the  difference 
between  thofe  two  proportions.  Our 
Americans  have  now  no  gold  or  filver. 
It  comes  all  to  the  mother-country.  It 
would  equally  do  fo,  did  they  receive  as 
much  again.  They  keep  none  for  their 
own  currency  ;  they  ufe  themfelves  paper 
for  that  and  fend  us  all  the  other.  One 
would  be  amazed  to  think,  what  men  or 
adminiflrations  can  defire.  Cannot  we 
be  contented  with  all  and  do  we  infill  on 
having  more  than  all  ? 


But 
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But  it  will  be  faid  we  want  to  tax  them, 
I  alk  why.  It  muff  be  anfwered,  becaufe 
we  are  bent  upon  getting  their  money.  I 
repeat  again,  we  have  it  already.  But 
fays  a  ways-and-means  man;  we  muft 
have  it  in  the  fhape  of  taxes.  No  other 
will  ferve  our  purpofe.  I  reply  once  more, 
that  we  have  it  really  in  that  fhape  ;  for 
cannot  we  and  don’t  we  tax  it  when  it 
comes  hither  and  is  not  that  the  fame 
thing  ?  Are  there  not  taxes  enow  to  take 
it,  as  foon  as  it  gets  to  Britain  or  why 
don’t  you  afk  for  more  if  there  are  not  ? 
Who  fays  you  nay  here  ?  I  will  be  bold 
to  fay,  that  there  is  at  this  time  raifed  on 
Great-Britain  nothing  lefs  than  ten  mil¬ 
lions  fterling  a  year,  befides  the  collec¬ 
tion,  which  it  need  not  be  faid,  is  a  very 
confiderable  fum  more.  Our  fpecie  has 
never  been  ufed  to  be  reckoned  at  above 
twenty  millions.  It  is  faid,  that  about 
three  millions  and  a  quarter  of  guineas 
have  on  occafion  of  the  light  gold  been 

brought 
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brought  into  the  Bank.  Let  our  cur¬ 
rency  be  calculated  on  that  ground  and 
we  (hall  according  to  any  juft  reafoning 
thereon  appear  to  raife  within  the  year 
by  taxes,  including  the  cohesion,  a  fum 

at  leaft  equal  to  half  of  the  whole  fpecie 
and  current  coin  of  the  kingdom  5  a  pro¬ 
digious  proportion  and  perhaps  incredible, 
were  we  not  to  examine  into  particulars. 


Should  it  be  faid,  that  a  circulating 
guinea  cannot  but  pay  twenty  different 
taxes  in  a  year,  fome  might  poffibly  be  at 
firft  fight  furprized  at  it.  But  how  far 
fhort  will  that  on  a  more  minute  exami¬ 
nation  be  found  of  the  truth  ?  Let  us 
confider  only  the  courfe  of  a  (hilling  for 
a  very  fhort  time.  A  chairman  pays  out 
of  it  for  his  pot  of  porter.  How  many 
taxes  does  that  include ;  the  new  and  old 
taxes  on  beer  and  malt  and  the  tax  on 
hops  ?  They  are  more  than  I  have  time 
to  reckon.  His  wife  fends  next  morning 

P  to 


\ 


[  106  ] 

to  the  lliop  for  her  tea  and  fugar.  How 
many  more  are  there  ?  I  will  leave  them 
to  be  counted  by  thofe  better  acquainted 
with  the  book  of  rates,  than  I  am.  But 
here  are  a  confiderable  number  gone 
thro’  out  of  one  fingle  fhilling  by  the  time, 
that  a  porter  has  got  his  beer  over-night 
and  his  wife  her  breakfaft  the  next  morn¬ 
ing.  There  remains  then  a  third  part  of 
the  money  to  run  the  gauntlet  again  in 
the  fcrvice  of  the  man  at  dinner-time. 
However  they  do  not  perhaps  amount 
quite  to  twenty ;  but  fo  is  likewife  the 
time  a  good  deal  fhort  of  a  year  and  the 
money  much  lefs  than  a  guinea.  But 
this  is  not  taking  the  matter  in  the 
ffrongeft  light.  There  is  a  chain  and 
union  of  taxes,  which  operate  infenfibly 
and  almoft  beyond  imagination.  Go  into 
a  Shoemaker’s  Ihop.  Buy  a  pair  of  fhces 
there.  How  many  taxes  does  any  one  in 
effect  pay  then  ?  The  Journeyman  Shoe¬ 
maker  muff  put  into  his  day’s  labour  and 


con- 
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confequently  there  muft  be  laid  upon  th 
(hoes  made  by  him  all  the  taxes,  which 
he  and  his  family  pay  in  the  mean  time 
for  his  fait,  for  his  foap,  for  his  coals, 
for  his  candles,  for  the  linen  and  for  the 
very  flioes  worn  by  him,  his  wife  and  his 
children  and  for  very  many  other  things. 
Thefe  are  all  juft  fo  much  money  out  of 
his  pocket  and  he  muft  be  repaid  them  by 
his  daily  labour,  which  is  his  only  means. 
He  cannot  otherwife  live ;  there  would  be 
no  fhoes  and  men  muft  go  without  them. 
But  it  is  not  the  immediate  taxes  of  the 
Shoemaker  only  which  go  upon  his  ma¬ 
nufacture,  but  thofe  likewife  of  his  trades¬ 
men.  The  price  of  his  clothes  is  en¬ 
hanced  by  the  taxes,  which  the  Taylor 
and  the  Weaver  paid  while  they  were 
making  and  weaving  them  ;  however  not 
by  theirs  only,  but  by  thofe  likewife  of 
the  p  erfons  working  for  them  in  their 
turn  and  fo  on.  Thefe  muft  all  be  put- 
on  the  flioes.  Infomuch  that  tile  whole 
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fully  purfued  and  obferved  makes  a  feries 
and  combination  fit  to  put  Newton  or 
Demoivre  at  a  Hand.  A  poor  guinea  or 
fhiliing  cannot  in  England  put  its  head, 
if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  out  of  any 
man’s  pocket,  but  that  an  army  of  thefe 
catchpoles  are  ready  to  feize  upon  it, 
wherever  it  Airs.  The  matter  being  then 
viewed  in  thefe  lights,  it  feems  no  longer 
ftrange,  if  we  raife  a  revenue  equal  to  the 

half  of  our  currency  or  more.  This  is  a 
prodigious  operation  and  furely  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  any  adminiflration  whatfoever. 
Let  us  therefore  content  ourfelves  with 
getting  hither  the  American  money.  That 
is  our  bufinefs.  We  know  what  to  do 
with  it  here.  This  is  the  very  land  of 
taxes.  Ic  is  now  coming  on  as  faff,  as  it 
can.  Don’t  let  us  move  Heaven  and 
Earth  only  to  difturb  it  in  its  paffage. 
Let  us  have  the  lead:  patience  and  fall  to 
work  upon  it  at  home.  We  are  certain, 
that  it  will  be  here  and  that  it  will  then 

be 
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be  taxed  and,  as  it  were,  taxed  upon 
taxed.  The  reft  is  with  all  fubmiflion  to 
my  fuperiors  no  better  at  the  bottom, 
than  a  childifh  fancy  and  impatience  and 
owing  only  to  the  want  of  a  full  reflexion 
and  confideration  on  the  fubjeft. 

I  have  yet  fomething  to  add  on  this 
head ;  which  is,  that  were  the  Iri£h  and 
the  Americans  both  of  them  nnanimouily 
to  cry  out  to  us  to  fpare  their  lives  and 
to  take  all  they  have ;  to  beg  of  us  to 
fend  them  fuch  another  army  of  tax- 
gatherers,  as  our  own,  and  with  them  a 
c  opy  of  our  code  of  revenue-laws  ;  I  will 
be  bold  to  fay,  that  it  would  neverthe- 
lefs  be  in  us  the  worft  policy  in  the  world 
and  totally  contrary  to  our  own  in- 

tereft  to  take  them  at  their  words  and 

*• 

to  do  in  the  leaft  degree  any  fuch  thing. 
We  fee  the  Thames  flowing  conftant- 
ly  into  the  ocean  and  yet  always  full. 
It  need  not  be  faid,  that  the  rain  and  the 

dew 
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dew  are  the  caufes  of  this,  which  firft 
fall  and  fertilize  the  earth  and  then  re- 
plenilh  that  noble  river..  Were  thofe  two 
dropped  or  dried  up,  it  would  not  be  long, 
before  we  fhould  pafs  over  dry-fhod  at 
London  Bridge.  Were  they  fo  only  in 
part,  the  ft  re  am  would  then  likewife 
lower  in  proportion.  What  our  whole 
debt  to  foreigners  amounts  to,  no  one 
may  probably  know  with  exaftnefs  j  but  - 
the  more  it  has  been  enquired  into  the 
higher  it  has  always  appeared.  However 
the  intereft  of  it  is  a  current,  which  runs 
perpetually  into  the  Continent.  We  do 
not  indeed  fee  it  with  our  eyes,  as  we  do 
the  Thames  ;  otherwife  we  love  money 
fo  much  better  than  we  do  water,  that 
we  might  perhaps  be  lefs  indifferent  about 
it,  than  we  are.  It  paffes  imperceptibly, 
butneverthelefs  furely  and  without  ceafing. 
W  hat  are  then  the  caules  which  fupply 
it  r  I  anfwer,  thofe  two  great  fources  of 
Ireiand  and  America.  Thefe  firft  water 

and 
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and  fructify  with  their  moft  benignant 
current  the  whole  ifland  of  Great-Britain 
and  then  finifli  their  courfe  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  our  debt  abroad.  Their  way  is 
no  more  vifible  than  that  of  the  intereft 
itfelf  of  our  debt,  but  it  is  alike  certain 
and  conftant.  Stop  or  dry  up  thefe  and 
you  will  as  furely  ftop  or  dry  up  the  funds 
of  our  debts,  as  withholding  the  rain  or 
the  dew  of  Heaven  would  leffen  and  lower 
the  ftream  of  the  River  Thames.  Taxes 
will  do  this.  They  are  the  bane  of  com¬ 
merce  and  of  agriculture.  They  affeCt 
the  Merchant,  the  Manufacturer,  the 
Planter,  the  Farmer  and  the  Labourer. 
Our  America  is  net  of  an  age  to  fupport 
their  operation.  The  things  from  above 
keep  their  courfe  in  fpite  of  man  for  his 
benefit  and  ad  van  tiigS  .  It  is  God’s  very 
great  mercy  that  the  dev/  and  the  rain  do 
not  depend  on  Adminiflrations,  they 
would  otherwife  have  undoubtedly  been 
taxed  and  dried  long  ago.  But  it  is  not 

fo, 
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fo,  with  what  is  of  our  own  fabrick  or  pro¬ 
duction.  We  have  a  great  power  over 
riches  and  treafure.  Governments  can 
effectually  cut  off  the  wells  and  the 
fprings  of  thefe.  We  have  only  to  look 
abroad  in  the  world  to  be  abundantly 
convinced  of  that  truth.  The  example  of 
Great-Britain  will  not  prove  the  contrary. 
It  was  when  and  while  we  were  not  taxed, 
as  we  now  are,  that  we  profpered,  grew 
great  and  rich.  Thofe  times  gave  us 
llrength  to  bear  for  a  while  the  burthen 
fince  impofed  upon  us.  It  is  from  the 
Revolution,  that  our  prodigious  taxes 
have  begun.  They  were  laid  by  degrees 
and  fo  muff  their  effects  be  perceived. 
They  don’t  operate  like  a  ftorm  or  a 
whirlwind.  Let  us  give  them  a  fair  and 
full  trial  before  we  declare,  that  we  are 
not  undone  by  them.  It  will  then  be 
time  enough  to  make  ourfelves  a  model 
for  others.  I  afk,  whether  it  is  not  our 

‘  mm  t 

own  actual  difficulties  brought  on  by  thefe 
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very  taxes,  which  do  now  at  this  inftant 
urge  us  upon  our  colonies  and  which  are 
the  caufe  of  all  the  prefent  conteft  and 
dilbrder.  It  is  one  of  the  firft  principles 
in  commerce  not  to  burthen  the  means 
and  materials  of  manufactures.  It  would 

be  nipping  the  fruit  in  the  bud.  The 
fame  reafoning  holds  here.  Let  us  keep 
our  hands  from  thefe  two  great  caufes  and 
fources  of  our  treafure  and  wealth.  They 
have  hitherto  wonderfully  fupplied  and 
fupported  us.  They  may  continue  fo  to 
do,  if  we  will  fuffer  them. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  that  v/e  have  at 
home  great  and  profitable  manufactures 
and  our  woollen  one  in  particular  j  where¬ 
by  we  fland  lefs  in  need  of  diftant  affift- 
ancc.  That  is  very  true ;  but  fo  is  it 
likewife,  that  we  have  on  the  continent 

,  >  V  »  •  ...  ’ 

very  many  expences  and  demands  for  mo¬ 
ney  befides  the  intereft  of  our  debt.  We 
fiiall  be  very  fortunate,  if  we  can  with 
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tl  ic  means  of  all  our  richeft  refources  make 
at  the  year’s  end  an  even  accompt. 

But  it  may  be  alked,  what  are  we  then 
to  do.  We  are  preffed  with  our  domef- 
tic  burthens  and  incumbrances.  Thefe 
put  us  firft  on  the  meafure  of  Stamps  in 
America,  wherein  we  did  not  fucceed, 
1  hefe  induced  us  afterwards  to  make  de¬ 
mands  on  the  India-Company,  wherein 
we  had  rather  better  fortune.  It  is  thefe, 
which  have  again  brought  us  back  to  our 
attack  on  America.  How  are  we  either 
to  ft  and  under  them  or  to  march  for¬ 
wards  ?  Is  it  fafe  to  reft  as  we  are  ?  What 
courfe  are  we  to  take  if  it  is  not  ?  This 
is  perhaps  as  ferious  a  proportion,  as  one 
Englifhman  can  put  to  another.  No  man 
laments  more  than  the  writer  of  thele 
fheets,  that  twelve  years  of  peace  are  now 
elapfed  without  any  thing  being  done, 
without  any  elfablifhment  being  made, 
which  may  enable  us  to  maintain  another 

war 
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war  or  perhaps  even  in  peace  fupport  long 
the  prcfent  very  heavy  preflure,  under 
which  we  labour.  We  are  in  the  mean 
time  daily  liable  to  be  engaged  in  war. 
We  have  now  had  an  uncommon  interval 
of  peace.  It  was  but  a  very  few  years 
ago,  that  we  were  on  the  brink  of  a  rup¬ 
ture  with  Spain,  which  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  have  been  attended  by  one  with 
France.  How  can  any  Minifter  deep  in 
peace,  who  has  on  his  hands  the  care  of 
a  great  government  and  the  welfare  of 
many  millions  of  people,  -while  public 
affairs  are  in  a  condition  fo  very  unpre¬ 
pared  for  an  event,  which  may  at  any 
moment  happen  and  which  may  in  our 
prefent  fituation  bring  with  it  confe- 

•  f.  -ru  _  ^ 

quences  of  an  importance  hardly  to  be 
conceived  ?  Surely  they  think  on  thefe 
things,  whofe  duty  moft  demands  it  of 
them.  It  is  impoflible,  that  fuch  con¬ 
cerns  of  ours  can  be  left  only  to  chance 
and  hazard  or  as  it  were,  to  the  fortuitous 
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concourfe  of  atoms.  One  would  think 
there  could  hardly  be  a  man  in  Britain, 
Minifter  or  any  other  not  perpetually  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  plough,  but  who  mu  ft  daily 
revolve  in  his  mind  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  of  his  country,  our  burthens,  our 
debts  and  our  expences  and  at  the  fame 
time  call  in  his  own  breaft,  what  muft  be 
the  beft  means  of  our  fupporting  ourfelves 
under  them,  whether  in  war  or  in  peace. 
There  is  an  ifiue,  which  fome  men  have 
in  view  and  which  I  will  not  exprefs,  we 
may  be  allured  however  that  they  do  but 
very  fuperficially  confider  the  matter, 
who  imagine,  that  this  will  in  our  cafe 
take  place  without  the  utter  ruin  and 
confufion  of  every  thing.  All  is  notwith- 
ftanding  as  yet  tranquility  and  funfhine 
with  us.  We  poflefs  a  great  and  fine  coun¬ 
try;  we  have  moft  noble  and  beneficial  de¬ 
pendencies;  we  have  a  fleet;  we  have  an 
army ;  we  have  feveral  hundred  thoufands 
and  perhaps  near  a  million  of  men  capa¬ 
ble 
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ble  of  bearing  arms  in  their  own  defence; 
we  have  a  revenue  with  a  furplus  above 
the  intereft  of  our  debts  and  expences. 
Surely  there  is  yet  an  opportunity  to  find 
fome  plan ;  to  fettle  fome  eftablifhment, 
whereon  things  may  reft  fafeiy  and  fe- 
curely  and  the  Public  and  all  reafonable 
perfons  be  fatisfied,  that  they  do  fo 
There  is  however  no  time  to  be  loft.  It 
may  be  too  late  to  prepare,  as  it  were,  in 
the  day  of  battle  and  at  the  moment  when 
our  difficulties  prefs  ftrongly  upon  us. 
But  this  is  of  itfelf  a  very  wide  field  and 
one  of  thegreateft  of  confiderations  nor  is 
it  my  immediate  fubject.  But  the  meafures 
now  carrying  on  will  not  effefh  it  or  any 
thing  towards  it.  No  furrounding  dangers 
or  difficulties  are  a  good  reafon  for  run¬ 
ning  down  a  precipice  ;  our  fate  can  but 
lead  us  thither  at  laft.  However  no  other 
end  can  happen  to  us  from  the  way, 
which  we  are  now  in,  if  we  perfevere  and 
proceed  in  it. 
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This  feems  to  be  a  fufficient  anfwer  to 
the  point  before  us.  However  I  will  not 
fo  turn  my  back  on  this  quellion,  as  not 
freely  and  frankly  to  propofe,  what,  I 
trull,  will  at  leaft  be  more  effectual  for 
our  purpofe,  as  well  as  more  ealily  ear¬ 
ned  into  execution,  than  what  we  are 
now  driving  at.  I  mean  to  do  almoft  di- 
icclly  the  contrary  of  what  we  are  about, 
that  is  to  give  a  greater  liberty  and  lati¬ 
tude  of  trade  both  to  Ireland  and  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  America  including  our  Well  In¬ 
dia  Illands.  That  is  my  propolition. 
We  are  the  feat  and  center  of  Govern¬ 
ment.  This  is  our  llrength.  This  is 
our  advantage.  This  is  what  we  are  to 
preferve.  While  we  retain  this,  all  the 
money,  riches  and  treafure  of  the  more 
diflant  and  dependent  parts  of  our  Em¬ 
pire  cannot  fail  to  flow  in  upon  us.  We 
have  nothing  to  do  with  little  jealoufies 
about  this  trade  or  that  manufacture  ;  it 
is^  the  proper  bufinefs  of  the  rich  to  fpend 

their 
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their  money  and  of  the  poor  to  earn  it- 
the  State  may  well,  without  meddling  in 
it,  leave  them  to  fettle  the  means  of  that 
matter  with  one  another.  The  end  of  all 
trades  and  of  all  manufactures  muft  reft 
with  us,  while  we  continue  the  feat  of 
dominion.  It  is  the  neceffary  confequence 
of  giving  the  tone  and  the  law.  Ambi¬ 
tion,  pleafure,  fafhion,  bufmefs,  curio- 
fity,  education,  trade  and 'commerce,  pofts 
and  places  poffeffed  abroad  by  Englifh- 
men  and  numberlefs  other  caufes  will 
contribute  to  and  effed  it.  The  Eland 
ot  Jamaica  and  our  other  illands  in  the 
Weft-Indies  what  money  and  commo¬ 
dities  equivalent  to  money  have  they 
fent  to  England,  could  the  whole  be 
added  together  ?  Had  they  in  the  time 
acquired  ten  times  as  much,  it  would 
all  have  run  the  fame  road.  The  cli¬ 
mate  would  have  driven  the  poffeffors 
fiom  thence,  while  the  feat  of  empire 
w  uxd  ha  v  invited  them  hither.  Do 

not 
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not  we  fee  the  very  Proprietaries  of  our 
northern  colonies  living  in  England  as 
private  gentlemen  and  have  not  we  fome- 
times  known  them  voting  in  Minorities 
of  our  Lower  Houfe  of  Legiflaturc,  while 
they  might  have  been  almoft  as  Princes 
and  Kings  in  their  own  governments  ? 

W  ere  it  in  the  next  month  to  rain  over 
the  different  parts  of  Ireland  a  million  of 
money,  how  long  does  any  one  imagine 
it  would  be,  before  at  lead:  nine  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  of  it  would  find  its  way 
into  England  ?  Have  we  lately  wanted 

very  (ufficient  proofs,  that  there  remains 
no  abundance  of  cafh  in  that  kingdom  ? 
I  will  not  repeat,  what  has  beenfaidof 
North-  America  but  they  have  by  their 
paper-money  invented  the  very  contrivance 
of  the  world  for  fending  to  us  every  ounce 
of  their  gold  and  filver,  did  we  but  know 
when  to  be  content.  Look  at  the  city  of 
London ;  they  neither  plant  nor  do  they 
low  nor  do  they  reap,  yet  Solomon  or  his 
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Jerufalem  were  not  in  all  their  glory  rich 
and  great  like  that  capital  of  our  domi¬ 
nions.  The  money  of  our  whole  empire 

is  remitted  thither,  as  the  blood  runs  to 
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the  heart.  Our  great  body  politic  is 
preferved  and  nourifhed  by  the  difperfion 
and  circulation  of  it  again  from  thence. 
This  is  the  conftant  and  never-failing 
courfe  of  things.  But  the  cafe  is  much 
more  ffcrong,  if  we  take  Great- Britain  it- 
felf,  whereof  London  is  only  a  part.  That 
would  retain  a  considerable  fhare  of  what 
it  receives,  did  not  the  intereft  of  our 
debt  carry  it  out,  as  faft  as  it  comes 
in.  This  is  the  iflue  and  the  drain,  > 
which  prevents  us  from  perceiving  our- 
felves  more  enriched  and  replenifhed  from 
the  vaft  quantity  of  treafure  perpetually  ar¬ 
riving  to  us  from  many  parts.  This  may 
perhaps  be  the  reafon,  why  we  are  lefs  fal¬ 
lible,  lefs  attentive  and  perhaps  fometimes 
lefs  grateful  on  the  occafion.  But  that  is 

all  our  own  fault,  our  own  doing.  We 
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have  none  to  thank  for  it  but  ourfelves. 
We  ought  not  on  that  account  to  efteem 
thefe  fupplies  the  lefs,  for  had  we  not 
them,  it  would  be  much  worfe  with  us. 
Nothing  could  follow  but  our  laid  deceafe 
and  diflolution,  as  a  State.  Thefe  mull 
and  will  take  place,  whenever  the  others 
{hall  flop.  However  thefe  things  don’t 
require  much  reafoning.  We  have  the 
world  before  us  for  an  example.  Such 
are  every  where  the  effects  between  the 
center  and  other  parts  of  a  Government, 
although  perhaps  in  no  cafe  more  fo  than 
in  that  of  Great-Britain  on  account  of 
certain  circumftances  and  caufes  attending 
that  empire,  which  are  particularly  fuited 
to  produce  them.  This  is  our  point,  if 
we  are  but  fenfible  of  our  true  intereft ; 
let  us  but  preferve  this  our  great  and  fa- 
cred  prerogative,  the  other  benefits  and 
advantages  will  of  courfe  follow,  even 
while  we  are  afleep. 


I  fhall 
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I  fhall  ufe  no  words  to  prove  that 
this  arrangement  will  bring  a  greater* 
influx  of  treafure  to  thofe,  to  whofe 
liberty  of  trade  it  fhall  extend.  The 
perfon  the  moft  prejudiced  or  the 
mofl  fhort-fighted  in  the  cafe  will  not 
difpute  that  with  me.  I  will  venture  to 
prefume  on  that  point.  This  will  there¬ 
fore  attach  to  us  our  dependencies  at  the 
fame  time,  that  it  enriches  us  ourfelves. 
It  will  ftrengthen  and  fallen  the  bond  and 
union  between  us.  It  will  confirm  our 
fuperiority,  while  it  encreafes  the  fruits 
of  it.  It  will  bring  us  more  fpoils  and 
profits  than  conqueft,  although  it  will 
operate  by  love  and  affedlion.  It  will  re¬ 
quire  neither  fleets  or  armies  to  enforce 

it ;  we  need  fear  no  revolts,  no  defec¬ 
tions  or  confederacies  on  the  account  of 
it.  How  happy  would  it  be,  if  all  the 
circumftances  of  the  other  plan  would  in 
the  fame  manner  anfwer  and  play  into 
the  hands  of  each  other  !  When  will  men 
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be  contented  to  do  to  others  no  more 
mifehief,  than  what  will  turn  to  their 
own  benefit  ?  States  and  Miniders  will 
have  advanced  no  mean  way  in  policy  as 

well  as  in  morality,  when  they  fhall  once 
have  learned  to  confine  all  their  evil  to¬ 
wards  others  within  that  circle.  It  is  the 
very  perverfenefs  of  folly  to  fuppofe,  that 
men  can  ferve  themfelves  only  by  op- 

prefiing  others.  But  here  on  the  contrary 
the  hand  of  nature  itfelf  works  with  us. 
Freedom  of  trade  is  our  foundation 3  no 
wonder  then  that  fo  many  bleflings  coin¬ 
cide  together.  There  is  open  before  us  a 
rich  and  wide  field 5  we  have  only  to  enter 
and  to  reap  the  harved,  which  is  ripe  and 
plentiful.  This  propofal  reds  therefore 
on  three  points 3  to  wit,  that  it  will  bring 
a  greater  influx  of  treafure  into  our  out¬ 
ward  dominions  3  that  this  mud  enrich 

the  center  of  empire  3  which  cannot  there- 

•  /  ■  ‘ 

fore  likewife  but  encreafe  its  revenue. 
Thefe  are  fhort  propofitions  and  no  way 

per- 


[  !25  ] 

perplexed.  Let  them  be  well  examined. 
All  falls  to  the  ground,  which  has  been 
faid  on  the  fab j eft,  if  any  one  of  them 
be  falfe  or  miftaken  ;  but  fhould  they  on 
the  contraiy  be  all  of  them  moil  evident, 
moft  certain  and  indifputable,  let  any 
man  and  the  greateft  in  truft  the  mofl 
confider;  how  he  can  anfwer  to  Ire¬ 
land,  to  the  Colonies,  to  his  Country  at 
home,  to  his  King  himfelf  in  the  con¬ 
cern  of  his  Revenue  and  his  Exchequer, 
the  refilling  his  attention  and  afiiftance  to 
a  meafure,  fo  very  prafticable  and  at  the 
fame  time  fp  univerfally  beneficial  and 
falutary. 


This  is  the  more  and  much  more  ne- 
ceflary  on  account  of  the  prefent  condi¬ 
tion  of  Ireland.  The  late  enquiry  con¬ 
cerning  their  linen  manufacture,  the 
public  hiftory  of  their  emigrations  and 

the  ftate  of  their  credit  at  the  beginning 

■  * 

pf  their  prefent  Sefiion  of  Parliament 

have 
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have  made  that  fufficiently  known.  I 
(hail  not  pretend  to  defcribe  it.  England 
has  perhaps  from  that  Ifland  reaped 
more  real  benefit,  than  Spain  ever  did  from 
Mexico  or  Peru.  Spain  gains  indeed 
from  thofe  pofleffions  great  riches  of  filver 
and  gold ;  but  (lie  has  dearly  purchafed 
them  at  the  price  of  her  inhabitants  and 
people  at  home.  Whereas  Ireland  affords 
ns  in  many  ways  a  very  advantageous 
affiftance  and  fupport  of  men,  while  we 
receive  from  her  at  the  fame  time  a  con- 
ftant  moft  rich  influx  and  fupply  of 
money.  We  now  fo  depend  on  thefe 
things  and  can  fo  ill  do  without  them 
and  are  by  thefe  means  fo  united  with 
our  Sifter  Ifland,  that  fhould  fhe  on  any 
account  unhappily  fink,  Hie  cannot  but 

like  a  mill-ftone  fattened  about  our  necks 

* 

carry  us  down  along  with  her.  Should 
her  condition  grow  worfe,  who  knows 
but  it  may  turn  to  rage  and  defpair  and 
either  have  an  efxeft  on  her  Legillature 


or 
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or  that  the  majority  thereof  may  be  hard¬ 
ly  able  to  manage  and  govern  their  own 

* 

State.  I  am  unwilling  to  point  out  Inch 
poffibilities  but  it  will  not  be  long 

health  and  wealth  in  England,  fhould  any 
irretrievable  mifchief  happen  in  Ireland. 
A  moderate  remedy  might  however  now  be 
timely,  for  what  may  in  futurity  be  be¬ 
yond  redrefs.  A  greater  liberty  and  lati¬ 
tude  of  trade  is  the  proper  affiftance  in 
the  cafe.  It  is  what  Ireland  itfelf  willies 
and  defires.  It  will  at  the  fame  time  be  of 
more  benefit  to  us  than  to  them.  France 
is  beating  us  out  of  the  trades  of  Turkey, 
of  Spain  and  even  of  Portugal.  Let  but 
loofe  the  Irifh  and  they  will  do  as  much 
for  them  and  likewife  for  feme  others. 
It  is  Great  Britain,  which  withholds  the 
hand  of  Ireland  and  not  the  nature  of 
things,  that  confines  it.  Let  us  but  con- 
fent  and  they  will  foon  ftretch  out  their 
right  hand  into  many  a  market  in  the 
world,  where  it  now  never  appears  and 

having 


having  done  fo  they  will  imrtiediateiy  pay 
to  us  with  their  left  the  money  gained 
there  as  furely,  as  that  we  are  born  En~ 
glifhmen.  I  don’t  point  out  particulars ; 
lights  will  not  be  wanting  in  that  refpedl, 
whenever  there  fhall  be  an  inclination  to 
demand  them.  I  don’t  moreover  mean 
to  fignify,  that  any  opening  of  the  com-* 
merce  of  Ireland  and  America  recom¬ 
mended  within  the  compafs  of  thefefheets 
will  of  itfelf  be  adequate  to  all  the  de¬ 
mands  of  our  prefent  fituation.  That 
will  in  all  appearance  require  a  new  and 
univerfal  arrangement  of  our  taxes  and 
commerce,  wherein  Great  Britain  hcrfelf 
muft  bear  a  moil  material  part.  No 
man  can  fay,  that  all  the  money  in  Eu¬ 
rope  is  equal  to  our  National  Debt  nor 
can  therefore  any  provilion  be  fufficient, 
but  what  may  produce  effedls  anfwerable 
to  fuch  a  very  great  necellity.  Some  plan 
feems  to  be  demanded,  which  may  bring 
into  Great-Britain  a  good  part  of  all  the 

gold 
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gold  and  filver  now  current  in  the  world J 

*•  *'  4 

Nothing  lefs  will  perhaps  do  our  bufiiiefs.- 
The  practicability  of  this  cannot  but  ap¬ 
pear  a  doubtful  problem.  Were  all  ftates 
whatfoever  formed  oh  a  conftitution  the 
mold  advantageous  for  commerce,  where¬ 
of  each  is  capable,  it  is  evident,  that  they 
would  then  (hare  among  them  thofe  two 
precious  metals  in  fo  near  a  proportion, 
that  no  one  could  therein  have  over  the 
reft  any  very  great  fuperiority.  But  this, 
is  exceedingly  wide  of  the  cafe.  No  one 
ftate  is  fo  conftituted;  but  on  the  con- 

trary  almoft  all  governments  whatever 
are  framed  and  aft  on  principles  direftly 
oppofite  thereto.  This  gives  a  very  great 
opportunity  for  an  extreme  difference  and 
difproportion  in  that  refpeft.  It  is  per¬ 
haps  on  the  availing  ourfelves  thereof, 
that  depends  the  future  welfare  of  cur 
country  and  the  fafety,  the  liability  and 
the  very  fubhftence  of  our  ftate.  The- 
Dutch  are  a  fmall  people  or  at  lead  have 

S  but 
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but  a  very  confined  territory  and  that  de¬ 
fended  with  difficulty  from  the  fea.  Thejr 
have  neverthelefs  done  a  great  deal  in  the 
way,  which  we  are  fpeaking  of.  They 
are  certainly  therein  at  the  head  of  all 
mankind.  However  it  is  evident  and 
might  be  eafily  pointed  out,  that  they  are 
yet  far  fhort  of  perfection.  There  is  good 
room  for  others  to  go  beyond  and  efpe- 
cially  for  a  ftate  which  has  fuch  advan¬ 
tages  as  Great-Britain.  However  what 
degree  ot  advantage  the  nature  of  things 
will  admit  of  on  this  head  or  how  to  attain 
thereto  are  not  queftions  of  this  prefent 
inftant.  I  have  faid  thus  much  led  to  it 
by  my  fubjeft  together  with  the  intereft 
of  the  Public  therein  and  the  neceffity, 
which  I  am  pcrfuaded  that  my  country  is 
at  this  time  under  of  finding  and  carrying 
into  execution  fome  fuch  great,  general 

*  *  *  'V  ►  r 

and  falutary  meafure.  Happy  will  be 
the  hand  that  fhall  in  the  firft  place  pre- 
vint  the  ruin,  whereon  we  are  now  run- 
‘i  ning. 
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ning.  We  muft  begin  there.  Thaft  is 

the  objefl  dire&ly  before  us.  Let  us 

next  enlarge  the  trade  of  Ireland  and 

America.  This  will  do  a  great  deal.  It 

*  m 
may  'withal  lead  us  towards  a  more  uni- 

verbal  plan,  with  which  it  cannot  at  the 
fame  time  but  coincide.  It  will  withal 
be  well,  that  this  double  benefit  of  thefe 
two  parts  of  our  country  went  hand  in 
hand  together.  The  prefent  ft  ate  0/  Ire¬ 
land  makes  it  abfolutely  and  immediately 
neceflary  for  the  one  and  the  interefl  of 
Great-Britain  requires  it  for  both. 


I  don’t  enter  into  particulars  concern¬ 
ing  the  flopping  up  the  Port  of  Bofton  or 
the  new  laws  given  to  Maliachufett’s- 
Bay.  However  I  mull:  obferve,  that  the 
alteration  of  their  Charter  and  of  their 
Civil  Government  is  not  temporary  like 
the  other  provifions,  but  perpetual.  The 
breaking  of  Charters  is-  making  thq 
worft  war  upon  mankind.  It  involves. 

5  z  the 
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the  innocent  and  thofe  yet  unborn.  Every 
thing  depends  with  men  on  their  confti- 
tution  of  government.  Such  a  meafure 
is  therefore  wantonly  laying  wafte  the 

r 

territories  of  the  earth  and  I  fpeak  it 
with  reverence,  but  it  is  even  forbidding 
Providence  itfelf  to  make  mankind  happy 
thei  eon,  unlefs  he  fhall  for  the  undoing 
the  works  of  unreafonable  and  ill-judging 
men  perform  immediate  miracles  and  fuf- 
pend  or  counteract  his  own  laws  of  na¬ 
ture,  which  is  furely  not  to  be  fuppofed 
or  expected.  As  for  thofe,  who  refufe 
or  impede  law  and  juftice  for  blood,  let 
them  be  well  aware,  that  they  don’t 
thereby  bring  it  on  their  own  heads  or 
warrant  private  men  to  be  themfelves  their 
own  avengers.  However  the  whole  will 
no  doubt  be  received  in  America  as  a  de¬ 
claration  of  war  and  depend  upon  the 
fame  iffue.  It  muft  be  by  force  and  con- 
queft  if  they  fubmit.  It  is  probably  not 
a  month  or  a  year,  that  will  finally  deter¬ 
mine 
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mine  this  affair.  The  flame  may  break, 
out  immediately  or  the  fire  may  Another 
until  fame  fatal  opportunity  of  our  being 
engaged  in  a  foreign  war  or  fome  other 
fuch  occafion.  The  authors  of  thefe 
meafures  no  doubt  expefh  that  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  Cuftomhoufe  and  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  trade  of  Bofton  will 
bring  thefe  people  on  their  knees  and 
force  them  to  fubmit  to  the  reft  of  our 
meafures.  It  is  evident,  that  this  is  their 
idea.  They  might  have  been  well  in¬ 
formed  and  inftrudted  and  ought  to 
have  been  fo  before  they  proceeded  fo  far. 
They  may  neverthelefs  find  themfelves 
much  miftaken  in  tlie  event,  however 
forward  they  are  to  hazard  on  their  opi- 
nioa  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  their 
country.  It  is  no  wonder,  that  fome 
men  cannot  even  at  the  diftancc  of  Ame¬ 
rica  bear  a  Democratical  Conftitution 

m 

But  they  ought  to  know  the  Hillory  of 
uie  W  01  id  better  than  to  be  1  gnorant  of 
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die  drength  and  the  force  of  fuch  a  form 

*  .  *  >  v 

of  government  and  how  drenuoudy  and 
aimed  wonderfully  people  living  under 
one  have  lbmetimes  exerted  themfelves  in 

I 

defence  of  their  rights  and  liberties  and 
how  fatally  it  has  ended  with  many  a  man 
and  many  a  date  who  have  entered  into 
quarrels,  wars  and  conteds  with  them. 

Some  fay,  that  all  the  contradiction 
and  oppofition  of  America  originates  from 
home  and  that  it  is  only  the  faction  of 
England,  which  catches  there.  Nothing 
perhaps  tedifies  a  greater  ignorance  of 
the  true  date  of  that  countiy,  than  fuch 
a  notion.  What  is  all  the  Ipirit  of  Pa- 
triotifm  or  of  Liberty  now  left  in  Eng¬ 
land,  more  than  the  lad  fnuff  of  an  ex¬ 
piring  lamp  i  It  is  not  longer  than  three 
and  thirty  years  ago,  that  it  was  otherwife 
with  us.  But  who  can  fay  whether  the 
fame  dame,  the  fame  faergd  dame  may 
not  at  this  time  bum  brightly  and  drong- 

ly 
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ly  in  America,  which  once  fhow’d  forth 
fuch  wonders  in  Greece  and  in  Rome  and 
from  whofe  allies  it  ftill  enlightens  a  great 
part  of  mankind,  I  mean,  all  who  are  not 

.Jr  #  -  .  *  /  »•  « 

funk  in  ignorance  or  barbarity.  They 
have  certainly  there  excellent  and  free 
forms  of  government  and  which  partake 
perhaps  in  fome  degree  of  the  principles, 
whereon  were  framed  the  ancient  ones  of 
thofe  eminent  cities.  They  are  themfelves 

'  t  •  r  *■ 

as  yet  a  new  and  uncorrupted  people. 
They  carried  with  them  formerly  the  fpi~ 
rit  of  Liberty  from  England,  at  the  time 
that  it  was  in  its  greatefl  purity  and  per¬ 
fection  there  nor  has  it  fince  degenerated 
by  the  climate.  Whoever  fhali  judge  of 

i 

their  temper  by  that  at  home  and  proceed 
accordingly,  will  perhaps  in  the  end  be 
icorched  by  that  flame,  which  he  may  find 
to  burn  too  powerfully  for  him  and  of  the 
nature  and  of  the  means  to  extinguilh 

• »  t  • 

which,  he  was  totally  ignorant. 


1  have 
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I  have  now  conficlered  the  rectitude, 
the  practicability  and  the  profit  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  our  prefent  meafures  and 
have  gone  fo  far  as  to  offer  another  mea- 
fure  inftead.  I  hope,  that  I  have  proved 
my  propofitions  to  a  great  degree  of 
cleamefs  and  certainty,  I  don’t  know 
what  to  do  more  on  this  fubj  ect  unlefs  I 
Ihould  propofe  fome thing,  which  might 
convince  and  fatisfy  without  the  trouble 

of  reafon  and  argument.  This  feems 

*  +■*  1 

difficult.  However  I  will  not  defpair. 
Let  me  be  permitted  to  try  my  hand  in 
the  cafe.  I  will  recommend  and,  fo  far 

*  -  C  m  1  ^  1 4,  J 

as  becomes  me,  dehre  and  requeft,  that 

*  -  -  *  «*••*’*-  *.  ‘  i.  .  v* 

every  one  when  he  confiders  of  this  fub- 
jeft  and  efpecially  before  he  ufes  any  hard 
words  or  .paffes  any  harffi  laws,  will 
place  hinfelf  in  America  5  will  imagine 
himfelf  born,  bred,  refident  and  having 
all  his  concerns  and  tortune  there.  I 
don’t  mean  in  the  light  of  a  Governor 
or  of  one,  who  leeks  to  recommend 

and 
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and  to  advance  himfelf  here  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  his  countrymen  in  that  part  of 
the  world ;  but  as  one,  who  has  no  other 
views  or  intereft  except  in  the  common 
good  of  his  colony  or  continent.  Let 
then  any  fuch  man  candidly  and  fairly 
alk  himfelf  in  his  own  bread:,  what 
he  fhould  in  that  fituation  think  of 
being  taxed  at  Weftminfter  and  let  no 
man  on  this  occafion  throw  a  „  done, 
whofe  heart  does  not  plainly  and 
roundly  anfwer  him  with  its  aflent.  I 
may  make  too  free  with  Minifters  of 
State  ;  but  I  would  particularly  prefs 
this  on  thofe,  whofe  defires,  paffions  and 
inclinations  are  followed  by  effefts  and 
who  hold  perhaps  at  this  moment  in 
their  hands  the  fate  of  Great-Britain  and 
of  North- America.  This  I  fay,  is  a 
proportion  without  a  fyllogifm  ;  but 
which  if  properly  brought  home  and  en¬ 
forced  by  every  man  upon  himfelf,  may 
perhaps  penetrate,  move  and  foften  more 

T  '  than 
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than  all  the  arguments  and  earneftnefs* 
which  I  have  hitherto  ufed. 

I  would  willingly  try  this  experiment 
of  tranfpofition  upon  a  late  tranfa&ion, 
wherein  fome  peoples  opinions  feem  to 
he  affecfed  by  locality*  Certain  letters 
(fee  letters  of  Governor  Hutchinfon,  &c.) 
have  been  publifhed  of  an  American 
Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
a  third  perfon  together  with  remarks  and 
the  fpeech  of  a  learned  and  ingenious 
Gentleman.  They  are  offered  as  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  public  againft:  the  colony  of 
MafTachufetf  s-Bay.  Thefe  cannot  there- 

j 

fore,  but  be  themfelves  likewife  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  a  public  confideration.  I  have 
by  the  touchftone  of  locality  a  mind  to 

i 

examine  and  queftion  fome  of  this  learned 
gentleman's  reafoning.  It  is  now  but 
between  eighty  and  ninety  years,  fince  we 
of  this  country  banifhed  our  King.  On 
what  ground  did  we  do  it  ? — It  will  be 

anfwered ; 
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anfwered ;  that  we  did  not  like  his  ac¬ 
tions  ;  for  that  they  tended  to  deprive  u$ 
of  our  beft  rights  and  properties.  That 
we  did  it  as  Englifhmen  on  the  Confuta¬ 
tion  of  England — Who  was  the  common 
Judge  between  us  and  him  ? — There  was 
no  fuch  common  Judge.  We  judged  for 
ourfelves.  He  was  our  King,  our  Ma- 

giftrate,  our  Truftee.  When  we  found 
him  to  fail  in  the  effential  points  of  thefe 

offices,  we  took  another.  This  was  our 
right,  as  Engliftimen — But  we  fet  afide 
one  of  his  daughters  from  her  turn  in  the 
fucceffion  and  appointed  inftead  a  perfon, 

who  had  no  title  by  birth.  The  King's 

**  -  * 

horfe  threw  him  and  the  Lady  facceeded. 
But  that  was  chance.  It  might  in  a 
courfe  of  nature  very  well  have  happened, 
that  fhe  had  never  been  Queen.  What 
had  {he  done  ? — She  had  taken  a  remark¬ 
able  part  in  the  Revolution  and  was  to¬ 
tally  unexceptionable.  But  there  were 
in  one  -fcale  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of 
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many  millions  of  people  and  in  the  other 

the  advancement  ofonly  one  Lady,  al¬ 
though  a  deferving  one.  There  was  there¬ 
fore  no  equality,  the  latter  could  not  but 
kick  the  beam— I  anfwer,  that  I  fubfcribc 
to  this  with  my  hand  and  my  heart. 
But  this  is  one  fide  of  the  medal.  Let  us 
turn  the  reverfe.  An  American  Go¬ 
vernor  is  not  fo  big  as  a  King ;  he  don’t 
wear  a  Crown  nor  bear  a  Scepter  nor  fit 

on  a  Throne  nor  is  worfhipped  on  the 
knee  nor  has  a  Navy  nor  an  Army  nor 

makes  Bifhops  nor  Judges  nor  is  his  Civil 
Lift  perhaps  above  a  thoufand  pounds  a 
year.  He  feems  to  be  much  more  refpon- 
fible  and  more  removable,  than  a  Kins. 
Suppofe  then  that  one  of  our  Colonies 
fhould  take  the  ftrongeft  exceptions  to 
their  Governor  and  defire  to  change  him ; 
would  they  in  that  cafe  be  permitted  to 
judge  for  themfelves  ? — No.  Why  not  ? 
— Becaufe  they  are  Americans.  Who 
are  to  judge  for  them  ? — We.  Why  fo  ? 

— Becaufe 
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—  Becaufe  we  are  Englifhmen. —  But 
would  their  application  be  to  us  a  fuffici- 
ent  caufe  for  a  removal  ? — Perhaps  not  5 
but  on  the  contrary  a  reafon  to  continue 
him  at  prelent  and  to  promote  and  ad¬ 
vance  him  afterwards.  That  has  been 
the  cafe  before  and  may  probably  be  fo 
again— But  why  is  the  meafure  which  vye 
mete  to  them  fo  different  from  that,  which 
we  meafure  to  ourfelves? — Becaufe  we  are 
Englifhmen  and  they  are  Americans. — 

This  mu  ft  be  owned  to  be  perfectly  jufi 
and  fatis factory  and  the  Americans  are 
the  moft  unreafonable  men  in  the  world, 
if  they  don't  fee  it  exactly  in  the  fame 
light. 

But  fuppofe  that  the  Reprefentative 
Body  of  the  Province  fhould  make  the 
complaint? — The  anfwer  would  then  be, 
that  there  was  no  accufer  or  if  any  one 
chofe  to  fpeak  Latin  no  delator . — Supr- 
pofe  that  they  complain  of  falfehood  and 

trea- 
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treachery  towards  the  Province  ? — That 
would  be  no  charge,  no  crimen . — Suppofe 
that  they  gave  in  evidence  the  party’s  own 
letters  ? — That  would compleat  the  thing; 
for  there  would  then  be  no  evidence,  no 
tejiis. — But  wall  this  hold  water  ? — Ad¬ 
mirably  ;  with  relpecl  to  America  and  in 
Latin. 

It  is  ftrongiy  difputed,  whether  thefe 
American  letters  are  of  a  public  or  a  pri¬ 
vate  nature.  This  may  not  in  itfelf  be  a 
very  important  point.  However  let  us 
endeavour  to  fettle  it  ilnce  it  lies  in  our 
way.  Whatever  concerns  and  a  tie  els  the 
in.terefts,  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  a 
whole  people  is  and  mull  be  of  a  public 
nature,  whether  papers,  letters  or  any 
other  thing  whatsoever.  Good  and  evil 
are  not  mattejs  of  Law  or  of  Logic.  They 
are  the  molt,  if  not  the  only  eiTential 
circumilances  of  the  world.  They  are 
what  every  thing  elfe  refers  to.  They  llamp 
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an  eternal  mark  and  difference  on  all 
things  which  -  even  imagination  cannot 
cancel  or  erafe.  The  enjoyment  of  the 
one  and  the  avoiding  of  the  other  is  the 
very  end  of  our  being  and  likewife  of  all 
the  beings  which  do  or  which  even  can  be 
fuppofed  to  exift  and  which  have  a  fenfe 
and  perception  of  them.  Whatever  there¬ 
fore  relates  to  the  general  good  and  evil 
of  a  People  is  of  a  public  nature.  It  is 
that  circumftance  which  makes  it  fo.  The 
terms  are  as  good  as  fynonomous.  What¬ 
ever  concerns  on  the  contrary  only  this 
or  that  individual  is  of  a  private  nature. 
It  is  confined  to  his  or  their  happinefs  or 
welfare;  to  his  or  their  good  and  evil. 
There  is  again  the  true  and  unerring 
diftindtion.  Thefe  things  feem  clear  to 
the  greateft  degree  of  intuitive  certainty. 
It  is  ftrange  to  be  forced  to  reafon  about 
them.  However  we  are  told  otherwife. 
If  fome  compliments  happen  in  a  letter 
to  be  made  to  an  old  Lady,  it  changes  the 
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eiTence  of  every  thing ;  fhe  contracts  and 
confines  the  whole  matter  and  all  becomes 

of  a  private  nature;  although  the  chief 
fubject  of  that  very  letter  fhould  be  to  ad- 
vifc  and  point  out  the  means  of  altering 
the  Charter  and  of  new  modelling  the 
Conftitution  of  a  Colony  and  that  there 
fhould  be  recommended  therein  the  finding 
fome  way  according  to  its  own  language 
“  to  TAKE  OFF  the  original  incendia- 
££  ries,”  left  they  fhould  “continue  to  inftil 
“  their  poifon  into  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
“  pie  ;  but  the  mention  of  the  old  Lady 
makes  it  all  private  (fee  Mr.  Wedder- 
burn’s  fpeech  page  94  and  letter  of  Mr. 
A.  Oliver  Feb.  13,  1769.)  But  fuppofe 
that  thefe  letters  were  really  meant  and 
intended  to  produce  public  effects ;  what 
will  that  do  ? — Nothing  at  all.  If  the 
perfon  had  not  at  that  moment  a  place, 
to  whom  they  were  written,  it  fignifies 
nothing ;  although  he  might  have  had  a 
poft  before  and  might  look  for  one  again 

and 


[  H5  } 

and  although  he  might  have  communi¬ 
cated  thefe  letters  to  others  for  the  very 
purpofe  of  affecting  the  Public.  All  this 
will  be  of  no  importance,  if  the  perfon 
did  not  happen  to  have  a  place  at  the 
time. — Would  not  one  be  tempted  to 
think,  that  as  fome  endeavour  to  leave 
no  property  in  America,  others  have  a 
mind  to  banifh  all  human  reafon  out  of 
American  affairs  ? 


But  let  us  take  this  matter  in  another 
light  Suppofe  a  Prince  to  have  been  the 
fubjecb  of  thefe  letters  inftead  of  a  People 
and  his  conduct  and  charadter  to  have 
therein  been  fo  freely  treated  and  cenfured 
inftead  of  theirs  and  the  diveftmg  him  of 

his  power  and  dignity  fo  plainly  men¬ 
tioned  and  recommended  inftead  of  the 
depriving  them  of  their  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  and  the  taking  him  off  propofed  in¬ 
ftead  of  the  taking  offxoxnt  of  them,  what 
would  have  been  the  confequence  ?— High 

U  Trea. 
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Trealbn — But  might  not  thefe  have  been 
private  letters  of  friendfhip  and  the  re¬ 
ceiver  have  fee  reted  and  concealed  them  ? — • 
There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  private  letters 
in  the  cafe.  No  civilities  fent  to  the 
faireft  Lady  in  the  land  can  make  them 
fo.  The  perfon  receiving  muft  at  his 
own  peril  carry  them  to  a  Secretary  of 
State  or  to  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  or  to 
fomc  other  Magiftrate ;  we  don’t  other- 
wife  want  a  word  for  him,  which  is  mif- 
prifion  of  treafon. — But  who  would  take 
notice  of  fuch  a  thing  ?  — Let  Mr.  Attor¬ 
ney  or  Mr.  Solicitor  anfwer  that — But  on 
what  ground  is  all  this  ? — Becaufe  the 
Prince  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  public  perfon 
and  to  reprefent  the  whole  people  and 
that  what  relates  to  him  may  affect 
them— But  there  are  bad  Princes  and 
writing  againft  them  is  fometimes  writing 
in  fupport  and  in  the  interefts  of  the 
Public  and  of  the  People — No  fuch 
plea  or  proportion  is  ever  fuffered.  It 

would 
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would  on  the  contrary  be  an  additional 
crime  even  to  make  or  to  offer  it. — But 

does  any  one  by  reprefenting  a  body  acquire 

\ 

more  prerogatives  than  belong  to  that 
body  itfelf  or  are  the  Public  more  affedted 
through  a  third  perfon  than  immediately 
in  themfelves  ? — Yes,  juft  fo.  Say  a  word 
again  ft  a  Prince  and  beware  of  informa¬ 
tions,  inditements,  fines,  prifons,  fcaf- 
folds  and  gibbets.  Thefe  are  the  ftrongeft 
arguments  in  the  world  and  I  never  knew 
any  man  get  the  better  in  difputing  with 
them.  But  abufe  a  people  from  morning 
till  night  and  every  one  knows,  that  the 
rule  and  the  law  is ;  let  them  mend  their 
manners,  if  it  is  true ;  let  them  defpife  it 
and  leave  it  to  fall  on  the  author,  if  it  is 
not — I  am  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  I  de-. 
fire  only  to  learn.  I  final!  not  contradict 
the  doctrine  concerning  a  Prince  and  I 
fubfcribe  heartily  to  that  about  a  People. 
Should  thefe  commonwealths  of  America 
ever  become  as  ftrong  and  independent, 
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as  they  are  now  weak  and  dependent  and 
fliould  they  in  their  greatnefs  and  glory 
remember  a  word  of  the  humbled  and 
the  meaneft,  but  not  the  lead  fincere  or 
the  lead  difintereded  of  their  friends  and 
advocates,  it  will  be,  never  to  employ 
force  and  power  againd  reafon  and  argu¬ 
ment  ;  to  leave  thofe  indruments  to  fuch 
as  chufe  to  make  ufe  of  them,  but  to  be¬ 
lieve  truth  to  be  ever  the  real  intered  of 
the  People  and  the  Public  and  that  no 
other  incenfe  or  facrifice  fliould  ever  be 
offered  at  the  altars  of  that  Goddefs,  but 
the  pure  oblation  of  a  freedom  of  think¬ 
ing,  fpeaking  and  writing.  But  here  it  can¬ 
not  well  fail  to  be  obferved  ;  that  fliould 
thefe  people,  whofe  didrefles  are  now  plea¬ 
ded,  ever  come  to  be  maders  both  of  them- 
felves  and  of  others,  to  be  glutted  with 
power  and  riches,  that  they  will  certainly 
run  the  race  of  the  red  of  mankind  and 
learn  in  their  turn  tyranny  and  injudice 
as  their  betters  and  their  predeceffors  have 

done 
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done  before  them — I  anfwer,  no  man 
perhaps  believes  this,  more  than  myfclf ; 
however  that  is  not  now  the  cafe.  But  it 
is  hoped,  that  neither  will  there  in  that 
day  be  wanting  fome  honed:  man,  who 
will  endeavour  to  make  them  hlufli  at 
fuch  a  conduft,  if  he  fhall  not  be  able  to 
diffwade  and  divert  them  from  it.  How¬ 
ever  I  would  willingly  in  my  turn  now 
afk,  whether  this  laft  observation  is  alfo 
local  and  confined  to  America  or  whether 
it  extends  itfelf  likewife  to  Great-Britain? 


It  is  not  reafon  and  argument ;  it  is 
this  locality  which  operates  on  the  prefent 
occafion.  It  is  this  only  that  makes 
many  men  eafy  and  indifferent  in  the  c  afe 
about  right  and  wrong,  juftice  and  inju- 
ftice.  Were  my  countrymen  now  in 
England  dipped  once  in  the  River  Dela¬ 
ware,  I  dare  fay,  that  it  would  make  an 
almoft  miraculous  change  in  their  opini¬ 
ons.  If  fome,  who  might  be  named  were 

tranf- 
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tranfpofed  into  Aflembly  Men,  they  would 
perhaps  be  as  ready  to  repeal  certain  late 
laws  as  ever  they  were  to  pafs  them. 
However  I  will  not  go  back  again  to  to- 
picks,  which  feem  fufficient  to  awake  the 
moil  lethargic  Englishman  out  of  his 
founded:  deep  ;  but  I  defire  to  put  a  cafe 
relating  to  this  locality  itfelf  and  its  power 
and  effefts. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  lad  century, 
there  lived  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Fawkes.  He  hired  a  houfe  and  fome 
cellars  and  other  apartments  in  Wedmin- 
der.  We  will  fuppofe  that  he  had  a 
leafe  of  them  ;  a  leafe  is  for  the  time  as 
good  as  a  purchafe  ;  it  might  not  indeed 
be  damped,  but  damps  were  not  then  in 
fadiion,  it  was  good  without.  He  bought 
fome  gunpowder.  It  is  to  be  believed, 
that  he  paid  honedly  for  it.  He  could 
perhaps  have  produced  a  receipt  for  it. 
He  placed  it  in  the  cellars  or  other  apart¬ 
ments 
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merits  hired  by  him.  He  had  indeed  a 
mind  to  amufe  himfelf  with  blowing,  up 
the  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain.  He  met 

with  his  reward.  But  fuppofe  that  lie 
and  Garnet  and  the  reft  of  their  affociates, 

inftead  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  an 
Englifh  Jury,  had  been  tried  at  Rome 
before  the  Confiftory  Court  or  any  other 
Court  there,  they  would  no  doubt  have 
found  an  advocate.  That  is  no  other 
than  the  duty  of  the  profeffion.  I  won’t 
take  upon  me  to  fay,  whether  he  would 
in  this  cafe  have  flouriflied  about  private 
property,  trefpafs  or  forcible  entry ;  but 
whatever  turn  the  Italian  council  had 
thought  proper  to  give  the  caufe  of 
his  clients,  has  any  one  ferioufly  the 
leaft  doubt,  but  that  they  would  have 
been  cleared  and  acquitted  and  probably 
by  the  Court  of  Rome  itfelf  in  good 
time  preferred  and  promoted.  As  it  hap¬ 
pened,  nothing  remained  for  them  but 

the  honour  of  Martyrdom,  which  how¬ 
ever 
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ever  feme  of  them  are  faid  to  have  at¬ 
tained.  So  much  can  a  difference  of 
climate  do  and  fuch  force  have  prejudice, 
prepoffeflion  and  locality.  But  Garnet 
and  Fawkes  and  their  friends  were  fools, 
Jefuits  as  fome  of  them  were.  They  did 
not  underftand  their  trade.  A  certain 
northern  Prince  of  our  time  and  perhaps 
fome  others,  have  found  better  ways  of 
blowing  up  Legiffatures  than  with  gun¬ 
powder  j  which  don’t  make  a  quarter  of 
the  crack  and  combuftion,  but  which  are 
ten  times  more  effectual. 

But  our  colonies  might  be  well  enough, 
were  it  not  for  Dr.  Franklin,  who  has 
with  a  brand  lighted  from  the  clouds  fet 
fire  to  all  America — No  Governments  care 
ever  to  acknowledge  the  people  to  be 
fairly  againft  them.  For  whatever  may 
be  the  cafe  with  the  opinions  of  the  mul¬ 
titude  in  abffrufe  and  refined  matters* 
which  but  little  concern  them  nor  do  they 

much 
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much  trouble  themfelves  about  5  yet  the 
end  and  therefore  the  touchftone  and  trial 
of  all  Government  being  their  welfare 
and  happinefs,  there  is  hardly  common 
modeftyin  affecting  to  defpife  and  refu/b 
theii  fenfe  concerning  their  own  good  and 
evil,  their  own  feelings,  benefits  or  buf¬ 
ferings .  It  is  in  thefe  things  that  the 
voice  of  the  People  is  faid  to  approach, 
that  of  their  Maker.  The  fycophants  oT 
Minifters  endeavour  therefore  to  throw 
on  the  artifice  and  influence  of  individuals 
all  difeontent  or  difTatisfadion  of  the 
Public.  Mr.  Vv  ilkes  moves  England  and 
Dr.  Franklin  America ;  as  if  we  had  here 


no  feeling,  but  through  the  firft  and  they 
had  theie  neither  eyes  or  ears,  but  by  the 
latter.  It  were  happy  for  mankind,  if 
Adminiftrations  procured  their  own  votes 
and  majorities  with  as  much  fairnefs,  as 
the  voice  of  the  People  is  commonly  ob¬ 
tained.  I  wonder,  whether  we  fhould  then 
jiave  evei  heard  of  any  government  in 
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Europe  Indebted  in  the  fum  of  a  hundred 
and  forty  millions  flerling  or  be  at  this 
moment  under  the  alarm  of  a  parent  ftate 
attacking  its  own  colonies  or  of  a  great 
empire  fetting  at  work  its  fleets  and  ar¬ 
mies  only  to  throw  the  parts  of  itfelf  into 
mifchiet  and  confuflon.  It  is  idle  and 
childifh  to  be  crying  out  againft  this  or 
that  private  perfon.  The  truth  is,  that 

whenever  governments  heap  up  combus¬ 
tibles,  there  will  always  be  found  a  hand 
to  put  the  match  to  them  or  thefe  would 
heat  and  fire  of  themfelves,  if  there  were 
not. 

But  is  not  Mr.  W.’s  Philippick  againft 
the  Doftor  a  capital  performance  ? — I  am 
Sure  that  I  have  not  the  leaft  inclination 
to  depreciate  the  ingenuity  of  that  learned 
Gentleman,  whofe  argument  I  have  been 
making  fo  free  with.  But  the  being 
charmed  with  fpruce  expreffions  or  a 
fmartnefs  of  invective,  where  the  Subject 

makes  againft  the  privileges  or  the  liber¬ 
ties 
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ties  of  a  People,  what  is  it  better,  than 
if  a  parcel  of  prifoners  or  of  galley-haves 
were  fo  abjeft  as  to  take  a  pleafure  in  the 
rattling,  or  as  it  were,  in  the  mufic  of 
their  own  chains  ? 

I  am  drawing  towards  an  end  of  my 
career.  However  I  will  firft  fay  fome- 
thing  to  the  Americans  themfelves.  I 
obferve  them  to  charge  fometimes  on  the 
Britifh  fubjects  in  general  the  meafures, 
with  which  they  are  aggrieved.  Herein 
they  do  us  wrong.  I  may  venture  to  af¬ 
firm,  that  there  would  not  be  hurt  the 
hair  of  the  head  of  an  American,  weie  it 
to  be  voted  by  all  our  country.  Every 
one  mud  remember,  the  univerfal  fatil- 
faftion  produced  by  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Aft  and  it  would  no  doubt  be  the 
fame  ap'am  were  tne  prefent  meafures  dif- 
charged  and  remitted.  But  it  often  hap¬ 
pens,  that  Reprefentatives  and  their  Con¬ 
diments  are  in  the  mod  eifential  and  the 
mod  important  points  direftly  and  dia- 
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metrically  oppofite  to  one  another.  I 
don’t  pretend  to  account  for  this.  It  is 
a  fatality.  But  the  Americans  fhould 
confider,  that  two  different  parts  of  a 
country  may  be  opprefled  by  one  and  the 
fame  hand.  Admimif rations  have  been 
fquandering  and  running  us  in  debt  at 
home,  until  our  whole  fubftance  is  wafted 
and  confumed.  It  may  now  be  coming 
to  their  turn .  But  procul  a  Jove,  procul  a 
fulmine.  Great-Britain  is  firft  brought 
1.0  ito  extremity.  Let  sny  of  our  cieoen- 
dencies  compare  their  burthens  with  ours 
and  then  complain  of  the  nation,  if  they 
fnall  find  that  ours  are  the  lighter.  I 
con  t  mean  to  make  a  merit  of  this ;  but 
let  them  fuppofe  the  fame  ftrong  hand  to 
ix  upon  us  both,  when  they  fhall  have 
been  convinced,  how  little  we  are  in  this 
refpect  to  be  envied. 

I  am  unwilling  to  take  my  leave  with¬ 
out  faying  likewife  one  word  to  my  Coun- 
tiymen  of  England.  It  is  not  only  riches 

and 
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and  power,  men  and  money,  which  the 
centre  of  government  receives  from  the 
detached  parts  of  its  dominions,  but  like- 
v/ne  credit  and  honour  in  the  world. 
Tne  Scotch  and  the  Irifh  are  as  good  men, 
as  any  in  Europe.  This  is  well  known* 
wherever  they  leek  fervice  and  cftabhfh- 
ments  and  the  which  they  are  left  to  do 
in  moie  paits,  than  is  for  the  benefit  of 
Great  Britain.  Our  Countrymen  of  A- 
meiica  have  not  yet  fo  figured  in  our 
quarter  of  the  globe ;  but  it  is  hardly  a 
compliment  to  place  them  clearly  at  the 
head  of  their  own,  the  offspring  of  all 
other  people  there  included.  If  there  are 
anyfpoil’d  children  of  our  national  family, 
it  muft  be  the  Englifh  themfelves ;  unlels 

that  riches  and  luxury  mend  the  manners 
of  men.  But  neverthelefs  being  fo  the 
feat  of  Empire  and  all  commands  ifilfing 

from  our  capital  and  our  name  being  for- 
waid,  tne  actions,  the  merits,  the  figure, 

the  reputation  and  the  glory  of  all  our 

Count! y men  whatfoever  and  wherefoever 


[  *58  J 

do  exceedingly  redound  to  us  and  to  the 
credit  of  England  and  of  Englifhmen. 
There  is  another  circumftance  which  none 
of  us  can  obferve  but  with  fatisfadfion.  I 
mean,  that  we  feem  to  be,  as  individuals, 
on  as  fair  terms  with  the  other  parts  of 
our  nation,  as  they  with  one  another  ; 
that  the  name  of  Englifhman  is  as  accept¬ 
able  and  will  go  with  them  as  far,  as  that 
of  any  other  of  the  appellations  into  which 
we  are  divided.  Whether  this  is  our  defert 
or  a  confequence  of  the  fame  caufe,  I  won’t 
fay ;  but  it  is  what  mull  give  us  pleafure.  In 
return  for  thefe  things  they  defire  no  more 
than  a  juft  fenfe  and  acknowledgement  of 
them.  Whether  we  do  make  this  return, 
whether  thefe  circumftances  have  always 
the  weight  with  us,  which  they  merit, 
Englifhmen  will  beft  determine  by  exa¬ 
mining  into  their  own  breafts.  But  this 
we  may  be  allured  of;  that  the  good 
will,  affection  and  attachment  of  our 
Countrymen  fpread  throughout  our  com¬ 
mon  Empire  will  be  our  firmed:  ftrength 

and 
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and  fecurity,  if  it  fliall  be  our  lot  to 
continue  in  our  prefent  fplendor  and 
profperity ;  as  likewife  that  the  fame 
cannot  but  be  our  belt  fupport  and  affift- 
ance,  wherewith  to  weather  the  ftorms 
of  fate  and  fortune,  if  Heaven  fliall  on 
the  contrary  have  any  reverfe  or  times  of 
difficulty  and  diftrefs  in  ftore  for  us. 

I  have  now  finifhed,  unlefs  it  may  be 
a  few  words  with  refpedt  to  the  Author 
himfelf.  He  hopes,  that  fhould  in  the 
warmth  of  writing  any  inadvertencies  or  in- 
accuracies  have  fallen  from  him,  that  they 
will  be  readily  overlooked  3  he  is  perfwa- 
ded,  that  there  are  none  fuch,  as  affedt  his 
argument.  He  has  wrote  with  freedom, 
but  he  trulls  without  offence  5  he  has  no 
perfonal  views  whatfoever  in  any  thing, 
that  he  has  advanced  or  offered  ;  he  has 
no  interefl  in  any  cliff  ant  part  of  the  Bri- 
tiffi  Dominions,  neither  in  Scotland,  Ire¬ 
land  or  America  ;  he  has  neither  trade  or 

traffick  with  them  nor  a  foot  of  land  in 

any 


miy  or  them.  His  concerns,  his  property, 
his  family,  his  friendships,  his  affections, 
c”Lil  uihig  moil  dear  to  him  center  in 
bontn-Britam.  He  has  no  intercourfe 
or  connexion  with  any  man,  that  either  is 
or  that  ever  was  or  who  to  the  belt  of  his 
knowledge  defires  to  be  a  Minifter.  He 
is  totally  indifferent,  who  fhall  be  at  the 
heaa  of  our  affairs,  any  otherwife  than  as 
tlie  Puolic  may  be  concerned  in  it.  He 
would  not  perhaps  in  his  humble  ffti  ation 
accept  of  any  place  or  poll,  high  or  low, 
wmch  the  King  has  to  confer,  great  and 
powxiful  as  he  is.  He  wifhes  only  that 
thefe  fheets  may  be  read,  as  they  are  - 

written,  with  the  pureft  and  the  moll 
difmtcrefled  intentions  for  the  good, 
gi eatnefs  and  the  'prolperity  cf  our 
whole  empire,  for  the  union,  harmony 
«nd  prefervation  or  all  its  parts  and  for 
particular  kiterefl,  fafety,  peace,  wel¬ 
fare  and  happinefs  of  Eagland. 
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